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Mathematicians have had trouble solving the n-
body problem, particularly for n>3.  Some insight into 
the n-body problem can be gained by using a computer 
program to simulate point masses interacting 
gravitationally with one another.  The intention of this 
project is firstly to simulate the motion of the sun with 
its eight attendant planets, and secondly to serve as a 
teaching aid for beginning physics and astronomy 
students who are learning about Newton’s and Kepler’s 
laws and the planets of our solar system. 
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