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The Professional Development Program (PDP) is the 
centerpiece of a suite of education programs developed 
through the Center for Adaptive Optics, which is 
headquartered at UC Santa Cruz.  The PDP recruits early-
career scientists and engineers (mostly graduate students) 
and trains them to develop and teach inquiry activities.  In 
the process, participants develop new knowledge about 
diversity and equity studies and strategies, and knowledge 
about effective education practices and education 
research. They also reflect on their own inquiry, or 
research, skills, and they emerge as leaders who integrate 
research and education in their professional practice.  Dr. 
Metevier will describe the PDP, including her contributions 
to the program as one of a core team of staff educators.   
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