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Services to Students with Disabilities




What’s the Difference between E-text, Digital Audio Books, & Reader Services?

These services all help eligible students with documented print-related disabilities access textbooks and readings, but they involve different formats and processes. Please call the High Tech Center at (916)278-7915 for additional information.  For eligibility inquiries, contact your SSWD Counselor at (916)278-6955.
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What is it? E-text (electronic text) is an electronic document that can be accessed by a word processor (e.g. MS Word) or text-to-speech software.   
E-text can also be converted into audio formats (e.g. mp3) or into hard copy alternate formats (e.g. Braille). 

Where can I get it? Students can scan their own print material and convert it to e-text in the High Tech Center (HTC) Lab (ARC 2011) using scan/read software (e.g. Kurzweil 3000). Students can also request e-text from the HTC Alternative Media Production unit (AIRC 2010).  Please note that HTC staff do not convert e-text to mp3 format for students. However, the HTC student assistants can train the students in the conversion process.
What are some limitations? Students must acquire necessary scan/read software training prior to using e-text. E-text does not work well with math and science textbooks or handouts with poor print quality. The e-text production process takes time.  If the publisher does not send materials to the Alternative Media Production unit, or colleges we share a database with have not converted the book, the spine of the book is removed to facilitate scanning of print materials. Some materials may need to be processed chapter-by-chapter.  To be most effective students should request e-texts well in advance (at least 6 weeks) of when they may actually need them.  
Digital Audio Talking Books:
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What is it? Digital audio talking books are digitally recorded textbooks on CD that can be accessed using specialized playback software/ hardware. Digital audio books allow users to navigate by page, chapter or section of a book. Learning Ally (formerly RFB&D or Recordings for the Blind & Dyslexic) is a popular repository of digitally recorded textbooks and includes some math and science books.  
Where can I get it? You must have an individual subscription to a digital talking book organization such as Learning Ally or Bookshare. 
For more information about membership in Learning Ally call toll free, 800-221-4792 or visit www.learningally.org.  
For more information about membership in Bookshare, visit their website at www.bookshare.org  or e-mail info@bookshare.org. 

What are some limitations? Students must submit certification of disability to obtain an individual membership and order books through Learning Ally, etc. Specialized playback software or hardware is required to access the digital audio books. Students can try this equipment in the HTC lab, but they must have an individual membership and equipment themselves. To be most effective students should request digital talking books from Learning Ally/Bookshare well in advance (at least 6 weeks) of when they may actually need them. 
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What is it? Readers are people who are hired to read aloud texts and make analog sound recordings of required books or readings.  
Where can I get it? Eligible students can discuss reader services with their SSWD Counselor/Specialist and if eligible, select and hire readers from a list.
What are some limitations? Students and readers must schedule time to exchange reading materials, and students must give the readers the textbooks and readings to record.  Some materials may need to be recorded chapter-by-chapter.  Again, to be most effective students should request recorded books and readings from readers well in advance (at least 6 weeks) of when they may actually need them.  

