TOPIC

Introduction to Oral History

TIME

110 minutes

GOALS

Introduce students to the concept of oral history, the construction of social history, and the process of creating oral histories.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

1. Students will be introduced to the concept of oral history.

2. Students will listen to a lecture and video about the construction of social history.

3. Students will observe a demonstration of an oral history project.

4. Students will conduct a simple oral history interview and construct a simple oral history narrative.

PROCEDURE

1. Instructor will present a lecture introducing the concept of oral history

2. Instructor will present a short documentary that will illustrate how social history is researched, documented and recorded.

3. Students read an oral history narrative.
4. Instructor and Student will come to the front of the class and conduct a “role play” of Interviewer and Interviewee.

KEY TERMS & CONCEPTS: history, oral tradition, oral history, written history, constructing alternative histories, social history.
CLASS ACTIVITY

1. Students will view a 5-minute documentary about the 1930s Great Depression, documentary social photographers from the Farm Security Administration, and discuss how within this context the Federal Writer’s Program started.

2. Students will be paired up with a student and conduct an oral history interview. These interviews will be recorded, transcribed into a transcript and a one-page narrative will be constructed out of the transcript. 

3. Their final work is a one-page narrative with a photo of the interviewee.

ASSESSMENT

Students will conduct a basic oral history interview, record the interview and write a “transcript,” and finally produce a one-page narrative. The will be assessed on their interview activity and their final one-page oral history narrative. 
READINGS/MATERIALS

1. Handout on a Native American oral history narrative

2. Transcripts from the Library of Congress’s “Learning Page” at 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/ndlpedu/lessons/oralhist/ohdir.html
OUTLINE OF LESSON
I. Intro lecture on history and context of oral history. (20 minutes including Photography clip)

a. Readings from University of South Dakota, Institute of American Indian Studies. 

b. Lecture on materials gathered from (a)

II. ROLE PLAY INTERVIEW (20 minutes)

a. Explanation of Role play (10 minutes)

b. Role play between CSUS teaching interns & Teacher (10 minutes)

III. CLASS EXERCISE (30-40 minutes)

a. Students are assigned partners whom they will interview

b. Interviews are recorded on paper (a la Federal Writer’s Project)

c. Interviews are edited and typed (or written up) on single sheet of paper

d. When a student is done with (c), have them do quiet SEAT WORK.

IV. Photo & One page summary in 1st person singular: FINAL PRODUCT (30 minutes) 

a. Interviewees are photographed

b. Photos are printed and attached to narrative

c. Projects are displayed on classroom.

