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Briefly describe the program proposal (new or change) and provide a justification.

This proposal is made within the context of a major overall program revision in which we propose a move
from a broad and unbounded choice of electives to a more formal set of concentrations within the major.
First, we propose the addition of a new research-based course in observation and assessment to be included
in the program requirements (new course is proposed and in the process of approval). This new course
fulfills a programmatic need for many students going into child-related work settings.

Second, we propose modifying the current biology foundation requirement from a program requirement to
program prerequisite. While we feel strongly that Child Development majors must have a course in
biology, most students already fulfill the Biology requirement as part of General Education.

Third, we propose to change our fieldwork course (CHDV 132) from 2 units to 3 units.

Fourth, we propose the creation of a new concentration — “Child Development — Concentration in Social
and Community Settings.”

As indicated in a recent CHDV student survey, and as is evident to many faculty in our program, a large
portion of CHDV students are interested in careers in applied settings (e.g. counseling, public policy, etc.)
This option would focus students’ courses into one of these areas, and provide a list of electives to allow
for the selection of prerequisites for graduate study (e.g. PSYC 168, EDC 170, etc.) Furthermore, with a
formal child development option in this area, we may increase our visibility to students thinking of future
careers in counseling, public policy, or child welfare.




The creation of concentrations is needed because CHDV currently has a very long list (~ 70 classes) of
electives. While they are organized in “emphases,” students still report being confused by the many
options.
Creation of formal concentrations would:
1) Reduce the confusion for students as to the purposes of our programs, and
2) Decrease the advising burden on faculty advisors, as the programs would be much more clearly
delineated for students and faculty.
3) Make a better program of study, more effectively guiding students to career or further educational
goals, rather than just choosing an assortment of classes that will count whether or not it has
anything to do with these goals.
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Proposed Child Development — Concentration in Social and Community Settings

(3) CHDV 131
(3) CHDV 135
(4) CHDV 137
(4) CHDV 138
(2) CHDV 132
(3) FACS 154
(3) CHDV 136 or FACS 108

Old New
Program Prerequisite or Requirement:
None (0) General Education Biology (Program
prerequisite)
Foundation: Foundation:
(3) CHDV 30 or 35 (3) CHDV 30 or 35
(3-4)BIO 5, 7,10 or 20
(3) FACS 50 (3) FACS 50
(3) CHDV 123
(3) CHDV 133 (3) CHDV 133
Core: Core:

(3) CHDV 131
(3) CHDV 135
(4) CHDV 137
(4) CHDV 138
(3) CHDV 132
(3) FACS 154
(3) CHDV 136 or FACS 108

Electives:
14 - 15 units of electives

Electives:
(14 - 15) units electives chosen from
Electives List C.

Total units: 48 — 50

Total units: 49 — 50




