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Briefly describe the program proposal (new or change) and provide a justification.

The proposed program change incorporates:

1. Inclusion of a new 3 unit required course, ECON 200M {Mathematics for Economists}. It is
recommended that students complete this course prior to enrolling in Econ 200A and Econ 200B.
2. Reclassification of ECON 265 (Cost Benefit Analysis) from a required to an elective course.

Justification: Inclusion of ECON 200M in the program curriculum is intended to assist new Masters
students in becoming comfortable with the basic mathematical techniques that are being used
extensively in our graduate program and ensure that they are well-prepared to participate in this program.
incorporating a required course in mathematical economics will take some of the pressure off instructors
teaching 200 level core courses, such as Advanced Macroeconomics (ECON 200A) and Advanced
Microeconomics ECON 200B) so that they can apply the math {with a bit of review) rather than teach the
math (and then apply it). Currently, covering mathematical economics in these courses takes, on
average, 2 - 3 weeks in each core course and thus leaves less instructional time for applications.

Converting ECON 265 from a required to an elective course will serve to maintain the program units at
30, with no other changes in requirements. Interested students will still have the option to elect this
course as part of their curriculum. Below is a comparison of the current M.A. program requirements with
an example of M.A. program requirements that incorporate mathematical economics.

New Program

Old Program

A. Core Courses (18 units)
e ECON 141 {Iniroduction to Econometrics)
» ECON 200M (Mathematics for Economists)

o ECON 200A (Advanced Macroeconomic
Theory)

¢ ECON 200B (Advanced Microeconomic
Theory)

+ ECON 200C (Advanced Economic Theory)

e ECON 241 Applied Econometric Analysis)

A. Core Courses (18 units)
» ECON 141 (Introduction to Econometrics)

« ECON 200A (Advanced Macroeconomic
Theory)

« ECON 200B (Advanced Microeconomic
Theory)

e ECON 200C (Advanced Economic Theory)
e ECON 241 Applied Econometric Analysis)

» ECON 265 Cost Benefit Analysis

B. Other Requirements (12 units)

Option A - Thesis
* 9 units of electives
¢ 3 units of Economics 500 (Master's
Thesis)
Option B - Project
s 12 units of electives
e Paper and oral examination

B. Other Requirements {12 units)

Option A - Thesis
¢ 9 units of electives
« 3 units of Economics 500 {Master’s
Thesis)
Option B - Project
¢ 12 units of electives
e Paper and oral examination

ECON 200M Instructors: Rossitza Wooster (Assistant Professor), Craig Gallet (Associate Professor)
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