SUMMARY OF COMMENDATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THE ACADEMIC PROGRAM REVIEW REPORT FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMANITIES & RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Commendations to the Department 

1. The Department is commended for its dedication to providing a wide variety of general education courses to the university community.  (p. 1)
2. The Department is commended for the ongoing scholarly contributions made by the H&RS faculty.  (p. 2)
3. The Department is commended for the collegial environment maintained amongst the faculty.  (p.2)
Recommendations to the Department 

Mission Development
1. The Department should take immediate steps to develop a mission statement and related objectives.  (p. 2)

Curriculum
2. The Department should further differentiate major from non-major courses.  (p. 5)
3. The Department should require prerequisite and/or recommended electives for identified upper division courses.  (p. 5)
4. The Department should restrict the capstone course to graduating seniors or seniors who have completed a required number of upper-division H&RS courses.  (p. 5)
5.  The Department should reassess its curricular offerings to reduce similarity and possible duplication.  (p. 5)
6. The Department should reassess the electives majors may take, i.e., the structure of the concentrations.  (p. 6)
Student Services 
7. The department should increase its efforts to recruit, advise, and retain students.  (p. 6)
8. The department should develop a web site.  (p. 7)
Departmental Governance

9. The Department should develop an assessment plan.  (p. 7)
10. The Department faculty should commit itself, as a priority, to department needs over other commitments.  (p. 8)
Recommendations to the Dean of the College of Arts and Letters

1.
The Dean should provide release time to either the department chair or a faculty member to develop an assessment plan.  (p. 8)
2.
The Dean should provide support to the department for the development of a web page.  (p. 9)
3.
The Dean and the Associate Dean of Budget & Curriculum should work with the H&RS Department to develop a flexible enrollment management plan that allows the Department to meet its dual responsibilities to the General Education program and to its own undergraduate major.  (p. 9)
Recommendation to the Faculty Senate

The Program Review team recommends approval of the Humanities and Religious Studies program for the next six years.  (p. 9)
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