RECOMMENDED CHANGE IN THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE GRADUATION REQUIREMENT
General Education/Graduation Requirements Policy Committee (GE/GRPC)

SUMMARY
Students can satisfy the foreign language requirements before or after enrolling at CSUS.  

If the requirement has not been satisfied before enrolling, any one of the following options is available AFTER enrolling at CSUS:

1.  Pass an intermediate level test in two of the following four skills: reading, writing, listening, or speaking (or American Sign Language equivalent skills).

2.  Pass an advanced level test in one of the following four skills: reading, writing, listening, or speaking (or American Sign Language equivalent skills).

3.  Complete a university-level second semester foreign language (or American Sign Language equivalent) course with "C-" or better.

The requirement can be satisfied BEFORE enrolling by any one of the following options:

1.  Graduation from a high school where the language of instruction was not English (same as current requirement).

2.  Foreign Language Advanced Placement test scores of 3, 4 or 5 (same as current requirement).

3.  Three years of a foreign language in high school (grade of "C-" or better).

4.  Two semesters of a single foreign language at a Community College, College, or University.

5.  Completion of a CAN 4-level foreign language course at any participating college or university with a grade of "C-" or better.

RECOMMENDED CHANGE IN THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE GRADUATION REQUIREMENT
General Education/Graduation Requirements Policy Committee (GE/GRPC)

(the current foreign language requirement is specified on pages 86 and 87 of 2002-04 catalog)
Proposed changes are indicated with the tag NEW and are printed in bold italic type and the current procedure is indicated with the tag OLD. In each case where a change is proposed the Committee’s rationale is briefly described.
FOREIGN LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT
All students whose catalog is Fall 1992 or later are required to meet the University’s foreign language requirement for the baccalaureate degree.  Listed below are the options available to students for meeting the requirement.   The first set of options is available to those students who have not met the requirement before enrolling at CSUS.  The second set of options specifies the ways in which the requirement can be met before enrolling at CSUS. 
MEETING THE REQUIREMENT AFTER ENROLLING AT CSUS:

If the CSUS foreign language graduation requirement is not met before enrolling at CSUS, students must meet the requirement in one of the following ways:

1.
OLD.  Pass intermediate-level tests in two of four skills: reading, writing, listening and speaking. One of the tests you pass must be in reading or writing.
NEW.  Pass intermediate-level tests in two of four skills: reading, writing, listening or speaking; or the ASL equivalents.
Rationale: 
1] The newly adopted Foreign Language Graduation Requirement Learning Goals (FS 03-39) require “the ability to enter into a language community” other than the student’s own and “awareness of another culture.”  These two goals can be demonstrated by passing intermediate level tests in any two of the four areas.
2] The change now provides an ASL test option. 
2.
OLD.  Pass an advanced-level proficiency test in reading 
NEW:  Pass an advanced-level test in reading, writing, speaking or listening; or the ASL equivalent.
Rationale. 
1] The newly adopted Foreign Language Graduation Requirement Learning Goals (FS 03-39) require “the ability to enter into a language community” other than the student’s own and “awareness of another culture.”  These two goals can be demonstrated by passing an advanced level test in any one of the four areas.  This allows native speakers of a language to meet the requirement through testing.  
2] The change now provides an ASL test option. 
3.
OLD.  Complete the first year (two semesters – 1A and 1B or the equivalent) of a second foreign language at the college level, with grades of “C‑“ or better, if the student already completed a minimum of two years of foreign language in high school with a grade of “C” or better.
4.
OLD.  Complete the third semester or equivalent (2A) of a college level language course with a grade of “C‑” or better. 
OPTIONS 3 AND 4 ABOVE ARE COMBINED INTO THE FOLLOWING NEW OPTION 3: 
Complete a university-level second semester foreign language course with a grade of “C‑” or better.  

Rationale: The current options 3 and 4, listed above, are most confusing to students. The proposed change specifies clearly that students must complete the second semester of a foreign language if they have not done so before enrolling at CSUS.
MEETING THE REQUIREMENT BEFORE ENROLLING AT CSUS:

In order to meet the foreign language requirement before enrolling at CSUS, students must meet the requirement in one of the following ways:

1.
OLD.  Completion of the fourth year of a foreign language in high school (grade of “C” or better)

NEW.  Completion of the third year of a foreign language in high school (grade of “C‑” or better). 
Rationale: 
 1] Three years of high school language study is still a higher standard than the CSUS admission requirement and more stringent than the graduation requirement of 20 of our 22 CSU sister campuses. 
2] Rationale for change in acceptable grade: consistency with the admission requirement of C‑.  This is consistent with grade minimum in other basic courses; for example Math 30 requires four years of high school mathematics… with a grade of “C‑” or better.
2.
OLD.  Graduation from a secondary school where the language of instruction was not English.

NO CHANGE PROPOSED.

3.
OLD.  Advanced Placement Foreign Language Examination scores of 3, 4 or 5,

NO CHANGE PROPOSED.

4.

OLD.  Completion of three semesters of a single foreign language at a community 
college, college, or university.

NEW.  Completion of two semesters of a single foreign language at a community college, college, or university with grades of “C‑” or better.
Rationale:
1] Two semesters of foreign language study at a community college is equivalent to two semesters of foreign language study at CSUS.

2] 15% of students now meet the current graduation requirement with 2 years of high school and 1 year of a different language at college level, which implies that two semesters of college study meets the graduation requirement.

3] “C‑” or better should be specified as the criterion for designating completion.
5.
OLD.  Completion of a CAN 8-level foreign language course at any participating 
community college or university, with a grade of “C‑” or better. 
NEW.  Completion of a CAN 4-level foreign language course at any participating community college, college or university, with a grade of “C‑”or better. 
Rationale:  The change from CAN 8 to CAN 4 reflects the proposed change from requiring completing of a third semester course to completion of a second semester course (option 4 above).  CAN stands for California Articulation Number, an indicator of inter-segmental equivalency. 
6.

OLD.  Completion of a minimum of two years in high school foreign language with a 
grade of “C” or better and completion of the first year (two semesters or the equivalent) of a second foreign language at a community college or university, with a grade of “C‑” or better.

NEW. This option is deleted.
Rationale: The graduation requirement is about language acquisition, not about having two languages. This change is consistent with the practice in other disciplines (biology, physics, and math) where students may follow their high school study in a subject with university study in the same subject.  Consequently, this option can be folded into the new option 3 above, which indicates that students can fulfill the foreign language requirement by completing two semesters of a foreign language at a community college, college, or university with a grade of “C‑” or better.
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