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Briefly describe the program proposal (new or change) and provide a justification.

The proposed program change would be adding a needed course, Introduction to Secial Work to the
Bachelor of Social Work curriculum. Currently, the Division of Social Work at California State University
is one of the few programs (less than 5% of accredited BSW programs do not offer an introductory course)
that does not offer in introductory course. This course will be offered as both a GE course and will be
considered a requisite for those who intend to declare social work as their major. Currently, the BSW
program has no way of offering a bridge course to help students make an informed decision before they
declare social work a major. This course not only aids students in their decision-making but also assists
social work faculty in early recruitment, ultimate retention and preparation of social work majors.

This course aims to assist students to: promote knowledge about the nature of social work practice including
its underlying assumptions, values, ethics, roles and activities; promote basic understanding about generalist
practice; promote understanding some of the differences between conventional and progressive approaches

to social work; to promote understanding more about themselves in regard to social work; to promote some

familiarity with the work of social workers in the community.

The proposed change does not increase the total number of units needed to graduate from the social work
program, the required number of units remains at 48.
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