Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement (GWAR) for Graduate Students
Proposal


Overview

The Chancellor’s Executive Order (EO) 665 mandates that each CSU campus include a Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement (GWAR) for both undergraduate and graduate students. 
At the undergraduate level, the Faculty Senate has already approved changes to the way this GWAR is met: starting in Fall 2009, students will not be required to pass an exam (the now defunct Writing Proficiency Examination, or WPE), but instead must complete upper-division writing intensive classes. A new exam, the Writing Placement for Juniors (WPJ), has been developed to allow the university to determine preparedness for writing intensive classes. Performance on this exam will lead to one of four placement options with associated instructional sequences. 
The introduction of the WPJ raises several issues for graduate students in terms of the exam's goal (to place juniors) and placement options. Since the campus policy applies only to undergraduate students and the exam and its placement options were not intended specifically to satisfy advanced degree requirements, an alternative method of meeting the GWAR for graduate students is therefore proposed by the Graduate Studies Policies Committee (GSPC). 

In formulating the proposal, GSPC considered carefully the Chancellor’s directive.  At the graduate level, EO 665 states the following: 

1. Campuses may require demonstration of writing proficiency as a condition for admission to a graduate program.

2. Campuses shall require demonstration of writing proficiency prior to the award of a graduate degree. The level of proficiency shall be no less than the level for GWAR certification at the baccalaureate level.

3. Campuses may require additional demonstration of advanced-level writing proficiency as a condition for admission to a graduate program and/or award of the graduate degree.
As a matter of campus policy, the GSPC opted not to pursue requirements that established conditions for admission to a graduate program, so number 1 and the first portion of number 3 were rejected by the committee.  In the committee’s collective opinion, it should be up to individual programs to decide whether to restrict admissions based upon demonstration of writing proficiency prior to entry, as opposed to having a campus-wide restrictive admission standard.  The Executive Order does, however, mandate that campuses require students to demonstrate writing proficiency prior to the awarding of a graduate degree (the first sentence of number 2 and the last portion of number 3).  The proposed policy thus shifts the focus for demonstrating writing proficiency to the holistic graduate experience while also acknowledging the need for graduate students to show that they are proficient writers prior to engaging in their culminating experience.  Moreover, the proposal also holds graduate students to a higher standard of writing proficiency than the campus policy for undergraduate students.  The Executive Order stipulates that a campus may not establish proficiency as less than what is required of its baccalaureate students.  The Graduate Studies Policies Committee voted specifically to propose a policy that enacts a higher standard consistent with advanced degree objectives.
Background
When the Faculty Senate passed the recent writing proficiency requirements for undergraduate students, the policy was silent on how graduate students would meet the mandates of the Executive Order.   At the behest of Acting Dean Newsome, a small group of graduate coordinators, the Graduation Writing Assessment Coordinator, the University Reading and Writing Coordinator, and the Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages Coordinator formed a task force to draft a proposal.  That proposal was then considered by the Senate’s Curriculum Policies Committee.  Concurrently, the Faculty Senate voted to establish the Graduate Studies Policies Committee (GSPC).  Once the proposal was vetted by Curriculum Policies, GSPC began its review, made some adjustments to it, and forwarded its recommendation to the Senate Executive Committee.  At that level of review, the proposal was deemed too resource-intensive, and the matter was referred back to GSPC.  In further consultation with members of the original task force and Dean Newsome, GSPC revised the proposal so as to minimize its impact on University resources.
Goals of the Proposal

1. Bring the campus into compliance with EO 665 while establishing a more rigorous standard for demonstrating writing proficiency at the graduate level.
2. Replace the WPE/WPJ with a new assessment tool: the Writing Placement for Graduate students (WPG).  The WPG will identify students needing additional writing preparation ideally as they enter the university.  It will use the prompts developed for the WPJ but will have a different rubric that reflects the expectations for graduate writing.  The WPG is intended to be a placement tool, consistent with the goals of the WPJ.
3. Promote student success through placement in an appropriate level of instruction and evaluation, ideally in the student’s discipline.
4. Allow graduate programs to develop Graduate Writing Intensive (GWI) courses that meet campus-wide requirements so as to advance their student’s writing.  Programs may elect to identify a current course, revise a current course, or create a new course (resources permitting) that meets the GWI requirements.
5. Minimize the impact on campus resources by establishing a GWI course taught through the College of Continuing Education.  Departments and programs may elect to allow their students to enroll in such a course if they choose not to offer a GWI course.
Summary of Proposal

1. Upon entry to the University, students should determine if they have met the Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement (GWAR) Equivalency Standards.

2. Students who do not meet any of the GWAR Equivalency Standards are required to begin the GWAR process prior to completing two semesters of graduate coursework.  They begin this process by selecting one of the following two options
a. Option A:  earn a grade of B or higher in a Graduate Writing Intensive (GWI) course in the graduate program in which they are enrolled.

b. Option B:  take the Writing Placement for Graduate students (WPG), a timed-essay examination.

3. Students who select Option B will receive a placement score based on how much, if any, additional writing assistance they need before advancing to candidacy.  The placement scores are:

a. No additional work recommended:  This placement score means that no further writing coursework is required, and the student may advance to candidacy as recommended by the graduate program.

b. Some additional work required:  This placement score means that the student is required to take additional graduate-level writing coursework before advancing to candidacy.  There are two different ways in which students may meet this requirement.  Students must complete one of the following alternatives:
i. Alternative 1:  Earn a grade of B or higher in a course which meets the GWI guidelines in the graduate program in which they are enrolled.

ii. Alternative 2:  Earn a grade of B or higher in English XXX, a graduate writing seminar which meets the GWI guidelines as stipulated by the Curriculum Subcommittee and GSPC, and taught by English Composition faculty via the College of Continuing Education (CCE).

4. The GWAR requirement ultimately is met through completion of the graduate program requirements.

5. The University Policy Manual will be revised to reflect these changes.

6. Students who take the WPG will be charged a fee commensurate with the cost of administering the program.

Rationale

This proposal for a revised graduate GWAR process takes a longitudinal approach to graduate writing, with three primary stages: appropriate placement at the point of entry to a graduate program, targeted writing support for those that need it most early in their graduate career, and certification of writing ability at the culminating point of the graduate career: the thesis, project, or comprehensive examination. In the spirit of the recent changes to the undergraduate GWAR, this proposal takes the emphasis off of timed writing tests, which have weak validity and little correlation to the graduate curriculum, and shifts the emphasis so that assessment is connected to the graduate coursework of individual disciplines. This proposal also takes a writing-in-the-disciplines approach, emphasizing the discipline-specific nature of graduate writing with the GWI course. The proposal aims to strike a balance between shared outcomes and standards for graduate writing and discipline-specific needs and flexibility. University-wide expectations for graduate writing are emphasized in the form of a university-wide placement tool (the WPG), graduate faculty from across disciplines assessing the WPG, university-wide GWI course guidelines, shared outcomes for GWI courses, and GSPC involvement in GWI assessment. At the same time, departments will have more local control over what types of writing their graduate students are practicing and the flexibility to enforce higher standards if they desire.    

Assessment

The Graduate Studies Policies committee will be responsible for developing a GWAR program assessment plan by the end of Spring 2010.
Revisions to University Policy Manual

	Current
	Proposed Revision

	WRITING PROFICIENCY (GRADUATES) 

All entering graduate students (those classified in degree programs effective Fall Semester, 1982, and thereafter) are expected to demonstrate writing proficiency at the undergraduate level as prescribed by California State University. Students applying for admission to graduate programs who have not fulfilled this requirement because of having graduated from a non-CSU institution or having completed undergraduate degree requirements prior to the imposition of the writing standard shall be required to demonstrate writing proficiency as an admission requirement or before becoming fully classified in a graduate degree program. 

The university's writing proficiency requirement for graduates may be met by one of the methods described below:

1. passing the CSUS Writing Proficiency Examination with score of eight or better, or passing an equivalent standard, as approved by the appropriate committee of the English Department and by the Dean of Graduate Studies, (equivalent standards will apply only to those students who are admitted with baccalaureate degrees from non-CSU institutions, and have demonstrated writing proficiency at the former university); or

2. achieving a satisfactory score on the CLEP General Examination in English Composition (Essay Edition), or achieving a satisfactory score (as determined by the Graduate Policies and Programs Committee and the appropriate committee as recommended by the Graduate Policies and Programs Committee and approved by the Dean of Graduate Studies and the appropriate committee of the English Department.

Any department may, with concurrence of the Graduate Policies and Programs Committee, require other evidence of writing proficiency in addition to the minimum prescribed in either 1 or 2 above.*


	WRITING PROFICIENCY (GRADUATES)
Writing proficiency at the graduate level will be demonstrated by successful completion of the graduate program requirements. 

Students’ preparedness for graduate level writing may be demonstrated by meeting one of the standards specified on the WPG Equivalency Standards form. Students who do not meet one or more of these standards must either take the Writing Placement for Graduate Students (WPG) or earn a B or above in a Graduate Writing Intensive (GWI) course in their discipline within their first two semesters of coursework at California State University, Sacramento. Students whose performance on the WPG indicates that they do not need additional writing preparation may advance to candidacy when appropriate.  Students whose WPG performance indicates they need additional preparation may elect either to take a GWI course within their program (if available) or via the College of Continuing Education.  In either case, students must earn a B or above in the course in order to advance to candidacy.
(See flowchart of GWAR for Graduate Students Process for a visual depiction of this policy)

	Title 5 now requires that applicants for graduate programs who have not attended, for at least three years, secondary or postsecondary educational institutions where English is the principal language of instruction possess a score of 550 on the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) prior to admission to CSUS. In addition, the immigration laws require that international students on non-immigrant visas be admitted only as fully classified graduate students. ESL international students required to take the TOEFL may demonstrate writing proficiency by the following method:

1. achieving a score of 550 on the TOEFL which shall be validated during the first two weeks of enrollment on this campus by taking the CSUS English Diagnostic Test, which is designed primarily for assessing the writing skills of ESL students. If lack of writing proficiency is demonstrated through this test, the Graduate Coordinator of the department in which the student is classified and the student's departmental advisor will design, in consultation with the Writing Proficiency Exam Coordinator (or designee), a plan for the student to achieve writing proficiency. This plan must be acknowledged by the student in writing, signed by the Graduate Coordinator, Advisor and Department Chair, and submitted to the dean of Graduate Studies for approval. The student must have achieved writing proficiency as outlined in the plan before advancement to candidacy. Failure to demonstrate proficiency in a timely fashion may result in the student's declassification.

In addition, the following policy applies to any student, ESL or otherwise, who has not already demonstrated writing proficiency according to the CSUS criteria by one of the methods above:

2. Graduate students who appear to have an insufficient background in the English language to succeed in graduate study and have not already demonstrated writing proficiency may be required to take the CSUS English Diagnostic Test by the Dean of Graduate Studies after consultation with the Department Chair and Graduate Coordinator. If the test result is below the acceptable minimum standard, the student may be declassified and required to gain additional English language skills before reapplying for admission to classified graduate standing. In any case, writing proficiency must be demonstrated before advancement to candidacy.**
	Title 5 requires that applicants for graduate programs who have not completed a baccalaureate degree from a postsecondary educational institution where English is the principal language of instruction to possess a minimum score on the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) prior to admission to CSUS as follows: 550 on the paper-based TOEFL; or 213 on the computer-based TOEFL; or 80 on the internet-based TOEFL (iBT). Students may also demonstrate English language proficiency by possessing an International English Language Testing System (IELTS) score of 7.0. 




Graduate Writing-Intensive Courses

Students whose performance on the WPG indicates that they need assistance with writing may meet this requirement by earning a B or above in a Graduate Writing Intensive (GWI) course offered either in their program or in the College of Continuing Education.  All GWI courses must meet the guidelines listed below. In consultation with the GWAR Coordinator, the Curriculum Subcommittee and the Graduate Studies Policies Committee of the Faculty Senate will review for approval the use of any course that programs, departments, or colleges propose to fulfill the Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement for graduate students.
General description

The purpose of this course is (a) to immerse graduate students in the discourse of their academic or professional discipline and (b) to prepare graduate students to participate effectively in that discourse. 

General learning goals:

By the end of the semester, students will

1. Understand the major research and/or professional conventions, practices, and methods of inquiry of the discipline;
2. Understand the major formats, genres, and styles of writing used in the discipline;

3. Practice reading and writing within the discipline;

4. Practice reading and writing as a learning process that involves peer and instructor feedback, revision, critical reflection, and self-editing.

Guidelines

1. The course should immerse graduate students in the discourse of their disciplines: genres, literacies, stylistic conventions, etc. 

2. The course learning goals must include the four general learning goals listed above.

3. Students must write a minimum of 5000 words or 20 double-spaced pages of discourse. At least one assignment must be a minimum of 5 pages or 1250 words.
4. Writing assignments must be spread out over the entire semester.

5. At least 60% of the course grade will come from instructors' assessment of student writing.

6. Assessment of student writing should focus primarily on critical thinking, synthesis, and organization.

7. The course must consist of a minimum of 3 upper division units or a minimum of 2 graduate level units and must be designed primarily to meet the needs of graduate students.
8. Each section should have no more than 30 students.

9. The course should include a range of assignments, both informal and formal, in the types of genres typical in the discipline: for example, a research paper, proposal, critical response, annotated bibliography, abstract, case study, laboratory report, etc.

10. Formal assignments should include multiple drafts with revision based on feedback from peers and the instructor.
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