Attachment A
Faculty Senate Agenda
November 3, 2011

To:  Executive Committee
CC: Leonard Valdez, Director of Student Conduct
John Williams, Faculty Coordinator, Student Issues
Don Taylor, Director of Academic Programs and Global Engagement
From: Kristin A. Van Gaasbeck, Chair, Academic Policies Committee
Date: May 6, 2011
RE: Revisions to the Student Rights and Responsibilities policy

In Fall 2010, at the request of the Provost and the Director of Academic Programs and Global
Engagement, the Executive Committee referred the Student Rights and Responsibilities policy to
the Academic Policies Committee (APC) for revision. The specific charge was to rectify the
inconsistencies between the existing Student Rights and Responsibilities policy, and existing
campus and systemwide policies governing student and faculty conduct. The APC’s
recommendations are attached.

The APC thanks Leonard VValdez and John Williams for their extensive work on this issue.

The existing Student Rights and Responsibilities policy includes language that has since been
superseded by other systemwide and local campus policies. These policies are now referenced in
the modified Student Rights and Responsibilities policy (on pg. 2 of the attached document). In
order to facilitate the practical application of the Student Rights and Responsibilities policy, links
to the appropriate related policies are included in the document.

It is important to note that the committee’s charge was restricted to rectifying inconsistencies
between existing Student Rights and Responsibilities policy and other policies.
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STUDENT RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES (SRR)

Preamble

This University exists to provide an opportunity for education to enable students to live a more
perceptive and fulfilling life. Its aim is to inspire them in creative and critical thinking and to
encourage them to contribute their ideas for the improvement of the society in which they live.

Basic to the achievement of these purposes is freedom of expression and communication. Without this
freedom, effective sifting and testing of ideas ceases, and research, teaching and learning are stifled.
Knowledge is as broad and diverse as life itself, and the need for freedom is equally broad. The
University always must strive to strike that balance between maximum freedom and necessary order
which best promotes its basic purposes by providing the environment most conducive to the many-
faceted activities of research, teaching, and learning.

Upon enrollment, the student becomes a member of the academic community and thereby accepts
both the rights and responsibilities associated with that membership. As a member of the academic
community, students have the right to challenge any attempt to deprive them of their rights, either as
a citizen or as a student. The policies and procedures contained in this document attempt to define
both the students'-freedem—and-thelimitstothesefreedems rights and responsibilities.

Statement of Student Rights and Responsibilities is subject to and limited by all applicable regulations
of the Constitution of the United States and of state law, including regulations passed by the Trustees
of the California State University and local campus regulations duly instituted by the President of the
University.

The campus is not a sanctuary immune from civil law and authority, and students may be prosecuted
for violation of the law, whether an action occurs on the campus or off; however, University sanctions
will be imposed only for those violations that interfere with University functions.

A number of policies are in place to protect student rights and to facilitate the definition of student
responsibilities at California State University, Sacramento. -thereafterreferredto-as-Sacramento
State); The following statements sections of California State University, Sacramento’s policy
manual contain those policies. Students are encouraged to carefully review the policies
below in order to be informed of their rights and responsibilities. are-setforth=
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Academic Honesty Policy and Procedure:
(http://www.csus.edu/umanual/AcademicHonestyPolicyandProcedures.htm)

Outlines the classroom responsibilities of students and faculty; right to due process and procedures to
ensure fairness.

Complaint Hearing procedures for Students:
(http://www.csus.edu/Zumanual/student/UMC02450.htm)

Addresses unfair policies or inequitable treatment of students and provides procedures for review,
determination and appeal.

Discrimination Complaint Procedure for Current Students or Applicants for Admission:
(http://www.csus.eduZumanual/hr/UMS16310.htm)
Ensures equal opportunity for students and applicants to the university.

Grade Appeals Procedures:
(http://www.csus.edu/Zumanual/acad/Grade2620Appeal2o20Policy.htm)
Provides students with procedures to address unfair assignment of grades.

Notice to Students of their Rights Under (FERPA) Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act:
(http://www.csus.edu/Zumanual/student/umfO04650.htm)
Ensures a student’s right to privacy.

Statement of Faculty Responsibilities and Professional Ethics:
(http://www.csus.edu/umanual/hr/UMF04525.htm)
Outlines faculty responsibility to students.

Time Place and Manner of Individual Expression and Conduct of Campus:
(http://www.csus.edu/Zumanual/student/UMI107000.htm)
Establishes guidelines for the expression of beliefs (freedom of speech) and use of university facilities.
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[Note: we are recommending that the following language be retired. A
double strikethrough is used to identify the language that should be
retired].
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