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Program Proposal—Form B
Non-Substantative Change to the Master of Arts Degree in English - Plan A/Thesis: Composition
Justification

The Composition Emphasis in the Master of Arts in English is offered for graduate students who are interested in either teaching writing at the college level or pursuing further education in rhetoric and composition.  The Emphasis provides students with coursework in the theory and practice of teaching writing as well as hands-on practice in a classroom environment (either teaching or interning). 

For the last 12 years, the composition faculty have been told that students in the English MA needed to take 18 units in 200-level literature coursework to be eligible to earn the degree.  It appears that this is not the actual requirement; they need only to take 18 units of 200-level courses.  In accordance with this requirement, we are proposing to remove the strict literature requirements from the composition emphasis to allow students more diverse and flexible options to complete their degree.   Thus, the coursework for the composition emphasis is retained, but the rest of the units are transformed into electives.  Below are some of the reasons behind our suggestions:

· Now that students are admitted directly into an area of concentration, we can require our students to take our research methods course (220D).  This course is currently offered as an elective, so it does not require an additional section be added to the schedule, but it does free up seats in 200A and 200D where our students have previously gone—potentially reducing the need for multiple sections of these classes.

· The “other requirements” section has been made as general as possible to allow for student choice and scheduling flexibility.
See next page for side-by-side comparison of the requirements.

Proposed Changes:
Proposed Requirements                                                 Current Requirements

A. Required Courses (12 units):
A. Required Courses (12 units):
(3) ENGL 220A
(3) ENGL 200A or 200D
(3) ENGL 220C [prereq 220A]
(3) ENGL 220A
(3) ENGL 220D [prereq 220A]
(3) ENGL 220C or ENGL 220D

(3) ENGL 410A [prereq 220A]                                         (3) ENGL 410A

B. Other Course Requirements (15 units):
B. Other Course Requirements (15 units):

(9) ENG 200 series (not to include                                 (3) ENGL 240 series

independent study)
(3) ENGL 250 series
(6) Electives to be chosen from the                               (6) Other 200-level literature courses
 
following series:  ENGL110 series, ENGL220s              (3) Electives


series, ENGL 230 series, ENGL240 series, 
ENGL250 series, ENGL260 series, ENGL280
series, ENGL410 series, ENGL299

C. Culminating Requirement (3 units):
C. Culminating Requirement (3 units):

(3) ENGL 500
(3) ENGL 500

