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Build a home—strengthen ties; students to take an 
alternative spring break 
A number of Sacramento State students will forego suntan lotion and 
tropical breezes during the March break in order to wield hammers, 
move dirt and, literally, raise the roof as they participate in Alternative 
Break with Habitat for Humanity. 
Full Story 
 
The patient is in--Human Simulator welcomes the 
public at nursing program's open house 
Sacramento State's Division of Nursing is holding its first Annual Open 
House from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., March 22 at El Dorado Hall. The public 
is invited to tour the nursing building, meet with nursing faculty and 
students and attend demonstrations in the nursing skills laboratory. 
Full Story  
 
The Cat in the Hat prances into the spotlight in 
Seussical™ 
The magical world of Dr. Seuss comes to life on stage, as Sacramento 
State's Department of Theatre and Dance presents Seussical™ the 
Musical, at the University Theatre, Shasta Hall, from March 9 – 25. 
Full Story  
 
Reaccreditation process includes open forums on 
campus 
Faculty, staff and students are invited to take part in one of three one-
hour open forums at 2 p.m. on Tuesday, March 13 as part of the 
University's reaccreditation review. 
Full Story  

Evening career 
services offer tips 
on landing that 
dream job 

Full Story  
 
CAREER CENTER CONTACTS --
Graduate career counseling 
students Crystal Martinez and 
Adan Chaidez review computerized 
career information to assist clients 
in exploring career options. 

MORE CAMPUS NEWS

In Memoriam 
 

 

Outstanding Teacher -- 
Samantha Hens 
Samantha Hens isn’t above imitating
a primate to make a point. 
 
“With a large classroom of students, 
it’s difficult to have a real group 
discussion. But you can make it 
fun,” says the anthropology 
professor. “I don’t mind walking 
around like a chimpanzee if it will 
help students learn and keep them 
engaged.” 
Full Story 

 

World Music Festival 
presents the Mozart of 
Indian music 
The World Music Festival continues 
as renowned Indian classical artists 
Ravikriran and Tarun Bhattacharya 
perform at 6 p.m., Sunday, March 



Faculty Senate  
 
Professional Activities 
 
Monday Briefing  

Vanpooling is a great alternative commute mode. If you are 
interested in commuting to campus via a vanpool, please call 
Maryam Amiri at Enterprise Rideshare, (916) 480-4961. 
Additionally, information about CNG vans is available by calling 
the Department of General Services at (916) 327-1078. 

For vanpool lists, please visit www.sacramento-tma.org or call 
(916) 441-7074. You may also contact Alfredo Orozco, 
Employee Transportation Coordinator at orozcoa@csus.edu or 
call extension 87527. 
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information call 278-6156. 
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11 at the Music Recital Hall.  
Full Story 
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Former basketball 
players Pugh, Harris 
and Freeman each sign 
contracts to play 
overseas 
Former Sacramento State men’s 
basketball stars DaShawn Freeman 
(2002-06), Jameel Pugh (2003-05) 
and Jason Harris (2004-06) each 
recently signed contracts to play 
basketball overseas. 
Full Story 
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Evening career services 
offer tips on landing that dream job 

It could be a life transition, the search for a meaningful career or just the need for a change, but on 
average, American workers are switching jobs every three years.  

The reasons people decide to begin a new job search are varied, according to Nancy Carlton, associate 
professor in the Department of Counselor Education, but she says one common thread remains: “The 
nature of today's labor market is constant change, and people find themselves needing to learn how to 
manage on-going career and life choices." 

Help is available for the general public through the Evening Community Career Services Program. 
According to Beth Merritt Miller, Director of the Career Center, the program is a unique collaboration 
between the Department of Counselor Education and the Division of Student Affairs' Career Center. The 
partnership allows Sacramento State’s Career Center, Lassen Hall, room 2000, to remain open on Tuesday 
and Thursday evenings from 6 to 8 p.m. 

“Some clients are exploring their options; they are in the process of making a career decision,” says 
Crystal Martinez, a Sacramento State graduate student who is working on a master’s degree in career 
counseling.  

“We also help polish the resume and conduct practice for interview sessions; for example, we take the 
client through some of the questions they will face when interviewed by a potential employer,” Martinez 
adds. 

"This is an excellent service for anyone who is thinking about the possibility of making a job or career 
change, but is not sure how to get started," according to David McVey, career counselor at Sacramento 
State.  

The program provides assistance in a variety of areas including discovering meaningful work, decision-
making and goal setting, career assessments, job search strategies, resume writing and interviewing 
techniques. 
 
Participants in this program have access to the Career Center's wide range of resources, including a career 
resource library, computerized career information systems and information on Sacramento area 
employers, industries, and occupations.  

Currently there are 10 master's level career counseling students providing this service. They are 
supervised by a Counselor Education faculty member. A one-time fee of $75 entitles the client to a 
semester of services.  

For an appointment or more information, contact the Career Center at 278-6231.  

For media assistance, contact the Sacramento State Public Affairs office at 278-6156. 

 

Build a home—strengthen ties; students  
to take an alternative spring break 

A number of Sacramento State students will forego suntan lotion and tropical breezes during the March 
break in order to wield hammers, move dirt and, literally, raise the roof as they participate in Alternative 
Break with Habitat for Humanity. 

Alternative Break, a project sponsored by Sacramento State's Office of Community Collaboration, Student 
Activities and Alcohol Education Program, offers students an alternative option for academic breaks. The 



spring 2007 Alternative Break is hosted by Habitat for Humanity. Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit 
organization which organizes teams of volunteers to build simple, affordable housing for qualifying 
families.  

Students have the option of volunteering one, two or three days, from March 28 – 31, to help build a local 
Habitat house. Most of Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday spaces have been filled, but more students are 
needed to volunteer on the busiest work day, Saturday, March 31. 

The Habitat project will take place in Sacramento, at one of a number of current sites. Volunteers are 
asked to arrive on site at 8:15 a.m. each day and work until 4 p.m. Breakfast and lunch will be provided.  

One more sign-up meeting is scheduled at 5 p.m., Wednesday, March 14 in the University Union, Walnut 
Room. This meeting is mandatory for those students not already signed up to participate in Alternative 
Break.  

Alternative Break was conceived by Joseph Sheley, provost, Mike Lee, associate vice president of 
academic affairs, and Sheila Macias, administrative director of the Office of Community Collaboration, 
during a discussion on how OCC can further community engagement on campus. It has received strong 
interest throughout the campus and will expand community involvement opportunities in the Sacramento 
region. Organizers hope to build upon this success with Alternative Break programs throughout the year, 
offering local, national and international opportunities for service. 

For more information, contact the Office of Community Collaboration 278-4610 or visit www.csus.edu/occ. 

For media assistance, contact the Sacramento State Public Affairs office 278-6156. 

The patient is in--Human Simulator welcomes  
the public at nursing program's open house 

Sacramento State's Division of Nursing is holding its first Annual Open House from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., 
March 22 at El Dorado Hall. The public is invited to tour the nursing building, meet with nursing faculty 
and students and attend demonstrations in the nursing skills laboratory. 

Among the day's activities will be demonstrations of the Human Patient Simulator. At the forefront of 
advanced instructional technology, the simulator can produce breath sounds and heart tones and allow 
students to practice taking blood pressures and pulses. Specialized simulators replicate adult and infant 
emergencies, enabling students to better handle real, life-threatening clinical situations.  

Sacramento State recognizes that there is a growing shortage of nurses in our community. In order to 
address this shortage, the nursing program has doubled in size over the last 5 years. With expansion of 
the program, the University has identified 1,000 pre-nursing students on campus, as well as hundreds of 
community college students, who are actively completing prerequisite nursing courses in preparation for a 
nursing major.  

This open house is designed to help prospective nursing students learn more about the bachelor's program 
at Sacramento State and experience some of the exciting new technological advances available in the 
nursing skills laboratory. 

Pre-nursing advising sessions will be held at 10:15 a.m., 11:30 a.m. and 12:45 p.m. 

For more information about the open house, contact Sacramento State's Division of Nursing at 278-6525. 
For information about the Division of Nursing at Sacramento State, visit www.hhs.csus.edu/NRS/.  

For media assistance, contact the Sacramento State Public Affairs office at 278-6156. 



The Cat in the Hat prances  
into the spotlight in Seussical™ 

The magical world of Dr. Seuss comes to life on stage, as Sacramento State's Department of Theatre and 
Dance presents Seussical™ the Musical, at the University Theatre, Shasta Hall, from March 9 – 25. 

Performances are at 6:30 p.m., Wednesdays and Thursdays; 8 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays; and 2 p.m. 
matinees on Sundays.  

Seussical™, which debuted on Broadway in 2000, is based on 14 of Dr. Seuss' memorable classics 
combined into one hilarious tale. When chaos erupts in the Jungle of Nool, the Cat in the Hat, Horton the 
Elephant, Gertrude McFuzz and a cast of remarkable characters are charged with bringing harmony back 
to the world. The production takes its audience on an unpredictable ride, from the miniature houses of 
Whoville to the wild greenery of the Jungle of Nool.  

What distinguishes this production is the addition of an array of whimsical puppets, thanks to director 
Richard Bay, professor of theatre and puppetry at Sacramento State. "I knew that if we were going to do 
Seussical™, I wanted to include puppets," says Bay. He and his team have created an array of Muppet-
style puppets, rod puppets and even some shadow puppets that float above the stage, helping to bring to 
life Seuss' inventive creations. 

While Seussical™ has great appeal for children, there is plenty for an adult audience to enjoy. Dr. Seuss 
has maintained a wide and loyal following among readers of all ages. "Dr. Seuss is always interesting," 
says Bay. "In addition to being entertaining, there is often a socially conscious message to be found."  

Bay is equally enthusiastic about his cast of 37 performers. "This is one of the strongest groups of 
students I have ever worked with," he says. "They are wonderful singers and dancers. It should be a 
special performance." 

Tickets are $15 general admission; $12 seniors, students and SARTA members; $12 Sacramento State 
faculty and staff; and $10 children 10 and younger. For Wednesday and Thursday performances, general 
admission is only $10, $7 for seniors, students, children and SARTA members. 

Tickets may be purchased by phone at 278-4323 or online at www.tickets.com.  

For more information on show times for Seussical™ the Musical or for information on upcoming 
productions, log on to the Sacramento State Department of Theatre and Dance website at 
www.csus.edu/dram. 

For media assistance, contact the Sacramento State Public Affairs office 278-6156. 

Reaccreditation process includes open forums on campus 

Faculty, staff and students are invited to take part in one of three one-hour open forums at 2 p.m. on 
Tuesday, March 13 as part of the University's reaccreditation review. 

Sacramento State is accredited by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) and is 
required to undergo a periodical review process to maintain its status of accreditation. WASC has 
instituted a three-stage, sequential institutional review process since 2001.  

The University is currently in the second stage of the review process – Capacity and Preparatory Review. 
In this stage, a Preparatory Review team reviews the information presented in the Capacity and 
Preparatory Report; evaluates key institutional resources, structures and processes in the light of the 
WASC Standards; assesses the institution’s preparedness to undertake the Educational Effectiveness 
Review (third stage); and assists the institution in refining its focus and planning for that review. 



As part of the second stage review, the Preparatory Review team will visit the campus on March 12-14 to 
gather detailed information to assist their evaluation of the University’s preparedness for Educational 
Effectiveness Review. The University has scheduled three open forums for the visit team members to meet 
with faculty, staff and students. Faculty, staff, and students are encouraged to attend and share their 
perspectives with the WASC visit team. 

The locations of the March 13 forums are as follows:  

Faculty: California Suite, University Union 
Staff: Academic Information Resources Center (AIRC) 1007 
Students: Orchard Suite I, University Union 

For more information on the reaccreditation process contact Academic Affairs office at 278-5933. For a 
copy of the Capacity and Preparatory Report, go to www.oir.csus.edu/wasc.  

In Memoriam 

One of Andrew S. “Andy” Kingsbury proudest accomplishments while working at Sacramento State was to 
enter the campus in the Professional Grounds Management Society, Green Star Competition conducted 
nationwide. As a result, Sacramento State received an honor award in the School and University Grounds 
category. 

Andy Kingsbury passed away on Saturday, Feb. 17. He was also instrumental in introducing computer-
controlled irrigation to the campus in 1991, reducing the time and labor involved in irrigation by use of a 
dedicated computer. 

At his request no services are being held. Remembrances in his name can be made to the Sutter Hospice 
Foundation, 7300 Folsom Blvd., Sacramento, CA 95826 or Happy Tails Pet Sanctuary, 721 56th Street, 
Sacramento, CA 95819. 

Faculty Senate 

 
 
Monday, March 5 
2 p.m., Committee on Diversity and Equity (CODE), Capital Room, University Union 
3 p.m., General Education/Graduation Policies Committee 

Tuesday, March 6 
1:30 p.m., Curriculum Policies Committee 
3 p.m., Executive Committee 
3 p.m., University ARTP Committee, Capital Room, University Union 

Wednesday, March 7 
1 p.m., Faculty Policies Committee 

Thursday, March 8 
3 p.m., Faculty Senate, Foothill Suite, University Union – Tentative 

All meetings are in Sacramento Hall 275 unless otherwise noted. 

 

 

 



Professional Activities 

Scholarship 

Lisa Beutler, Center for Collaborative Policy, addressed the Sacramento Presbytery, Presbyterian Church 
USA, Feb. 24, on "Worthy Conversations, Remaining in Dialogue during Tough Decisions." 

Christina Bellon, Philosophy, was invited to comment on Deni Elliott’s Ethics in the First Person (Rowman 
& Littlefield, 2007), at the recent meeting of the Association for Practical and Professional Activities in 
Cincinnati, OH, Feb. 22-25. She also served as judge in the final rounds of the National Intercollegiate 
Ethics Bowl, held in conjunction with the meeting of the APPE, on Feb. 22. 

Bill Leach, Center for Collaborative Policy, was one of several national experts interviewed in February by 
the U.S. Government Accountability Office for a study requested by Senator Ron Wyden regarding 
collaborative natural resource management in federal agencies. 

Scott Modell, Kinesiology and Health Science, co-authored a paper titled "Police Officers and Disability: 
Perceptions and Attitudes," published in Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, Feb. 2007. 

In the News 

Craig Yamamoto, director of Financial Aid, was interviewed on KCRA–Channel 3 about the availability of 
grants to meet tuition and living costs for college students. 

Nick Trujillo, Communication Studies, was quoted in the Jan. 21 Sacramento Bee on radio station stunts, 
such as the one that led to the death of Jennifer Lea Strange.  

Kimberly Gordon Biddle, Child Development Programs, was quoted in the Jan. 19 Sacramento Bee on a 
proposed legislative measure to ban spanking for children younger than four. 

Barbara O'Connor, Communication Studies, was quoted: in the Jan. 4 San Francisco Chronicle on Gov. 
Schwarzenegger's inauguration as political theater; in the Jan. 7 Pleasanton Valley Times on the value of 
high speed Internet along state rights of way; in the Jan. 4 Santa Rosa Press Democrat on the grass-roots 
impeachment movement in Northern California; in the Jan. 10 San Francisco Chronicle on Gov. 
Schwarzenegger's role as a "post-partisan" collaborator; and in the Jan. 7 Oakland Tribune on Jerry 
McNerney's role as a progressive Democrat in a conservative district.  

Timothy Hodson, Center for California Studies, was quoted: in the Jan. 4 Manteca Bulletin on voter 
incentive for California lawmakers to work together; in the Jan. 9 San Francisco Chronicle on the 
governor's task of fostering bi-partisan leadership while pushing forward his health and environmental 
agendas; in the Jan. 9 Contra Costa Times on Dan Perata's list of political appointees; in the Jan. 3 Fresno 
Bee, Contra Costa Times and San Francisco Chronicle on bipartisanship in state government.  

Recognition 

Sacramento State's Aquatic Center has once again received national attention with the Outstanding 
Project - Mid-Size Access award presented by the State Organization for Boating Access (SOBA). The $3.8 
million dollar project on Lake Natoma received this honor Feb. 27 at the offices of State Department of 
Boating and Waterways. SOBA is just one of many recent national organizations who have recognized the 
Aquatic Center for its outstanding programs, regattas and championships, and its state-of-the-art 
facilities.  

   

 



Campus Announcements 

Commencement News 
The University’s spring commencement – which will be May 25 and 26 – will be held at Arco Arena this 
year rather than on campus. Holding the ceremonies indoors at Arco will prevent issues related to very hot 
weather at afternoon ceremonies or rain at any time. Two ceremonies last year experienced rain, one very 
seriously. This year, we also face heavy construction at the south end of the stadium. The move to Arco 
will also save money; the Arena provides all services for a set fee that campus would otherwise have to 
cover from its funds. 

More information is available at www.csus.edu/commence. 

Submitted by Academic Affairs and University Advancement 

Teaching Workshop 
The Center for Teaching and Learning and Writing Across the Curriculum invite all full and part-time 
faculty to attend a workshop on teaching in large classes. The workshop will be held on Tuesday, March 
20, 12 - 1:15 p.m. in the Walnut Room of the Union. RSVP to Dan Melzer, University Reading and Writing 
Coordinator, at melzer@csus.edu or 278-6925.  
Submitted by the English Department 

Private Support  
The University is on its way to recording another strong year of private support. According to a mid-year 
report from the Office of University Development, Sacramento State has documented about $9.4 million in 
gift commitments as of January. More than $1.5 million has been given in support of new and continuing 
student scholarship funds. There are also more than $6 million in bequest intentions, which will eventually 
fund scholarships, program support and endowed faculty positions.  

Highlights so far include: 
• More than $1 million from the Osher Foundation to endow the Osher Reentry Scholarship Program. 
• Endowment gifts of $50,000 from Max and Maurine Smart for the Robert Smart Memorial Lenaea 
Scholarship in Theatre, and $50,000 from William S. “Bill” Faught for the Barbara R. Faught Memorial 
Scholarship for Elementary Teachers. 
• Support for the Guardian Scholars Program, which is for students who were previously in foster care. 
This includes $20,000 from the Foster Youth Education Fund and $12,500 from the Walter S. Johnson 
Foundation.  
• $40,000 from GenCorp Foundation for the Roberts Family Development Center Tutoring Program in 
Mathematics, plus additional support of $25,000 for programs in Engineering and MESA Engineering 
Program (MEP). MEP also received more than $47,000 in support from Intel Corporation. 

To learn more, visit www.csus.edu/giving. 
Submitted by University Advancement 

 
My Sac State – Change is Coming! 
Sacramento State is introducing "My Sac State" (a replacement for CasperWeb). Beginning March 19, all 
Sacramento State students will be using My Sac State to view their Financial Aid information for fall 2007 
and update their personal information. The self-service Faculty Center is scheduled for availability on April 
2. Subsequently, continuing students will begin fall 2007 registration on April 23 through My Sac State. 

Faculty will use CasperWeb to post spring and summer 07 grades. Student registration for summer 07 will 
also occur in CasperWeb. Additionally, CasperWeb will be used to advise continuing students for summer 
and fall 07 registrations.  

CMS training will begin in March and April. For session details, visit the Training Calendar at 
www.csus.edu/cms/training/calendar/. Additional communications will be sent prior to specific training 
sessions.  



All Faculty and Staff are encouraged to get a jump-start by taking the Information Security Program 
Training located in LearnerWeb at webauth.csus.edu/webauth.aspx?AuthAction=LearnerWeb. After 
completion of this 15 minute training, print and sign the certificate provided and forward it to the Office of 
Human Resources. This process will help avoid any delays in granting you access to the system. 

Other key changes include: 
• Fall 2007 registration for continuing students begins April 23. 
• New students, freshmen and transfers will register at orientation in June.  
• Fee collection will occur after registration, post-pay as compared to pre-pay. 
• Enrollment cancellation for non-payment of fees will begin July 5.  
• Auto-enrollment from the wait list will be run nightly and seats will be filled as they open up. 
• Registration unit cap has been raised from 17 to 21 units for graduating seniors. 
• Sac State Messaging, a new one-way communication channel with students, will be made available to all 
faculty. 

CMS Forums 
The CMS Project Office will be hosting Campus Forums on the dates listed below: 

Tuesday, March 20, 10:30-11:30am, University Union (3rd floor) Summit Room 
Wednesday, March 21, 8:30-9:30am, University Union (2nd floor) Forest Suite 

Please plan to join the team on either March 20 or March 21 to obtain the latest information about the 
Student Administration implementation. No RSVP. 
Submitted by CMS Office 

 

Events 

Visiting author to speak  
Hornet Bookstore visiting author Skip Yowell, co-founder of JanSport, will be speaking and signing his 
book, The Hippie Guide to Climbing the Corporate Ladder & Other Mountains on Wednesday, March 7, 
2007, from noon to 1:30 p.m. at the University Union in Ballroom 3. Yowell co-founded JanSport in 1967 
while in search of the perfect hiking pack. He is also credited with creating the first dome tent, waist 
suspension flexible frame pack, travel pack, and the panel-load daypack. Today Skip Yowell holds the title 
Vice President of Global Pacific Relations at JanSport and consults with JanSport International businesses 
in Europe, Asia, and South America. For more information, visit www.sacstate.bkstr.com. 
Submitted by University Enterprises, Inc. 

Food/Merchandise 
 
Dining Services Welcomes MEGO  
Mediterranean To Go 'MEGO' officially opens on the Sacramento State campus on Monday, March 5, 2007. 
Located in the Riverfront Center, MEGO will be open Mon. - Thurs. 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. and Friday 7:30 
a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Selis Koker is the owner/operator of MEGO, and she writes: 
 
"Our menu is a true blend of the cuisines of the countries surrounding the Mediterranean Sea. Our goal is 
to provide Sac State students and staff with fresh, healthy choices. Mediterranean cuisine commonly 
features ingredients already familiar to the United States palate. For example one popular lunch item is 
pauté, a giant stuffed baked potato loaded with mozzarella cheese and choice of meats and vegetables, 
topped with delicious dressings. Other lunch items include gyro sandwiches and pitas. They come in two 
choices freshly carved from the cone in the vertical broiler in front of your eyes. Unique panini sandwiches 
are another option on our menu. Whichever your choice is, we guarantee that it will be a delight for your 
taste buds and a good choice for your health!"  
Submitted by University Enterprises, Inc.  
 
Sac States Togos honored 
At a recent Togos corporate meeting the management and staff of our Sacramento State Togos unit 
garnered a prestigious Rising Star award as the franchise with the largest growth in sales for the 



September through December earnings period. Enthusiastic Togos team members are very proud and 
want to thank their Sacramento State customers for their support and patronage. 
Submitted by University Enterprises, Inc.  

Lucky Buffet at the University Center Restaurant  
St. Patrick's Day at the University Center Restaurant features Corned Beef and Cabbage, Baileys Irish 
Chicken, Fish and Chips, fresh vegetables and assorted gourmet salads. Top all of this with a sweet from 
the dessert bar. Available Wednesday and Thursday, March 14 and 15 from 11:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
The University Center Restaurant is located at the west entrance to the University Union across from 
Round Table Pizza and all students, faculty, staff, and visitors are welcome. More information online at 
www.enterprises.csus.edu/dining/area/ucr.html Reservations suggested for groups of 5 or more at 916-
278-6100. 
Submitted by University Enterprises, Inc.  

Leatherby's for Breakfast  
Warm up chilly mornings on the north side of campus with hot breakfast at Leatherby's. Specialties like 
the Denver Crêpe, the croissantwich, pancakes, french toast and waffles are all featured-and the best part 
is that breakfast is available all day long. View the menu at www.dining.csus.edu/area/leatherbys.html. 
Leatherby's Ice Cream and Crêpes is located in the Patio Café in the River Front Center. Hours: 7:30 a.m. 
- 5:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 7:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Fridays. Call 916-278-8695 to place 
your order for pickup. 
Submitted by University Enterprises, Inc. 

Human Resources 

Catastrophic Leave Donation Program 
Sacramento State employees may voluntarily donate to other employees up to a maximum of 16 hours of 
sick or vacation leave credits each fiscal year in one-hour increments. CSUEU, MPP, Unit 4, Unit 6 and 
Confidential employees may donate up to a maximum of 40 hours per fiscal year. 

If employees are interested in donating time, a donation form can be obtained by going to 
www.csus.edu/hr/forms.stm#Disability, or by visiting the Human Resources, Disability Leaves Office in 
Sacramento Hall 162, or by calling extension 278-3522. 

The following employees have been approved for the Catastrophic Leave Donation Program:  

Gary Davis, Facilities Services 
Kaylene Ekeh, Criminal Justice  
Rose Marie Fisher, Graduate Studies 
Jenny Yang, Financial Aid 

Submitted by Human Resources 

Outstanding Teacher -- Samantha Hens 

Samantha Hens isn’t above imitating a primate to make a point.  

“With a large classroom of students, it’s difficult to have a real group discussion. But you can make it fun,” 
says the anthropology professor. “I don’t mind walking around like a chimpanzee if it will help students 
learn and keep them engaged.” 

That willingness to do what it takes to engage students is one of the reasons Hens thinks she was selected 
to receive this year’s Outstanding Teaching Award for the College of Social Sciences and Interdisciplinary 
Studies. She thinks her students also appreciate her organizational skills and that she holds students to 
well-defined standards.  



“I’m really organized. And my expectations of what is required of them are very clear,” she says. 
“Students tell me that the course requirements are spelled out. They know what they need to do to 
achieve the grade they want. I lay the groundwork for their success, but ultimately it is up to them to 
achieve.” 

Hens extends those high standards to her own teaching. “When I look at my teaching evaluations, I read 
all the comments and make adjustments,” she says. “Most of the student comments are very favorable. I 
don’t get many negatives but I respond and adapt to the ones I do get,” she says. “I refine my courses 
each and every time I teach them. I seldom rest on my laurels. There is always something new or 
innovative going on in the field that I can bring to the class lecture and discussion. I value student 
feedback. 

“I’m also very approachable. I have a constant open door policy. The students sense that I care about 
their academic experience. And I am compassionate about their personal lives.” 

Though her teaching gets great reviews from students, it wasn’t in her original career plans. “When I was 
getting my Ph.D. I wanted to do research. And I envisioned doing that for the rest of my life,” she says. 
“Then I realized I wanted more of a balance. Teaching is a nice complement.”  

Hens teaches graduate and upper-division courses as well as larger general education classes.  

Outside the classroom, she has been involved with research on the growth and development of 
orangutans. She also spent last summer at the University of Bologna examining age-related changes on 
human remains from a local cemetery. A lab manual she wrote for introductory anthropology courses is 
expected to be released in January.  

Hens feels that her research outside the classroom is a benefit to her students. “If you have a regular 
research career you are in a better position to guide the students. Stories about your field work make it 
real for the students and engages them,” she says. “You need to be current about what’s going on in the 
field. And the only way to be current is if you’re involved.” 

She says maintaining a current research schedule also helps with networking opportunities for her 
students, whom she encourages to attend conferences and present papers.  

But of all the roles she plays as a professor—researcher, mentor—there’s one that she values most. 
“Teaching is by far, the most important aspect of my position,” she says. “I never mind walking into a 
classroom. It’s always a positive experience.” 

World Music Festival presents  
the Mozart of Indian artists 

The World Music Festival continues as renowned Indian classical artists Ravikiran and Tarun Bhattacharya 
perform at 6 p.m., Sunday, March 11 at the Music Recital Hall.  

Ravikiran will perform on the chitraveena, a slide instrument considered to be a cross between the north 
Indian sitar and the Hawaiian steel guitar, representing the South Indian Karnatic music tradition. Tarun 
Bhattacharya, performing on the santur, will represent the North Indian Hindustani tradition. They will be 
joined by Akkarai Subhalakshmi on violin, Tanmoy Bose on tabla and Ananth R. Krishnan on mrdangam.  

Ravikiran, hailed as the Mozart of Indian music, made headlines as the world’s youngest prodigy at the 
age of two. He could identify and demonstrate 325 ragas, 175 talas and answer numerous other music-
related questions. He has toured around the world several times and performed throughout the world, 
including previous performances in Sacramento.  

Tarun Bhattacharya is one of the leading players of Santur today. Groomed by his father Robi 
Bhattacharya, a disciple of the late Radhika Mohan Moitra, and later of Dulal Roy, he is presently under 
the special training of Pandit Ravi Shankar. 



Admission is $12 general, $6 students, and tickets may be purchased at the door or in advance at the 
Sacramento State Ticket Office, 278-4323. 

 

This Week in Hornet Action 

Baseball 
Friday, March 9  
Sacramento State vs. UC Davis, 2 p.m. 

Saturday, March 10  
Sacramento State at UC Davis, 1 p.m. 

Sunday, March 11  
Sacramento State vs. UC Davis, 1 p.m. 

Gymnastics 
Sunday, March 11  
Sacramento State vs. UC Davis, 6 p.m. 

Softball 
Friday, March 9  
Sacramento State at Stanford Tournament 

Women’s Tennis 
Friday, March 9  
Sacramento State at New Mexico State, 1 p.m. 

Saturday, March 10  
Sacramento State at New Mexico, 11 a.m. 

Men’s Tennis 
Saturday, March 10  
Sacramento State vs. Saint Mary’s, 12 p.m. 

Track and Field 
Saturday, March 10  
Sacramento State at UC Davis 

 


