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On June 3, 2004, a dozen scholars met to try to bring greater clarity to the theoretical foundations 
underlying the practice of collaborative planning and policymaking.  The premise of the 
discussion was that the progress and prestige of research in this applied field is being hampered 
by a real and/or perceived lack of grounding in generalizable theory and testable hypotheses.  
Similarly, practitioners sometimes suffer from difficulty justifying -- to clients, stakeholders, and 
peers -- why they employ specific facilitation techniques in specific circumstances.  However, the 
potential for building a coherent theory base is great, and the field is now ripe for a 
comprehensive self-assessment.   
 
The goal of the roundtable was to identify major theoretical traditions from across the social 
sciences, where theory is mature and frequently cited, where advances in research and theory 
are currently taking place, and where future research seems promising.   
 
The focus of the roundtable was a brainstorming exercise in which participants were asked to 
name one or more relevant theories or frameworks, and for each, to then identify (a) the most 
pertinent dependent variables that the theory/framework seeks to explain, and (b) one or more 
related authors who have developed or applied the theory/framework.  The participants 
collectively identified approximately fifty theories/frameworks (and their associated dependent 
variables and authors), which were later transcribed to the attached spreadsheet.  The 
spreadsheet represents a rough outline of this broad and multidisciplinary field of scholarship.   
 
The spreadsheet ought to be valuable for: 
 

• Designing college courses in collaborative policymaking. 
• Outlining a symposium or edited book summarizing the most prominent and promising 

theories/frameworks. 
• Identifying multiple theories/frameworks that share similar dependent variables (which 

should facilitate research comparing or integrating multiple models 
 
Several limitations of the exercise were evident.  For example: 
 

• Despite identifying a large number of theories/frameworks, the resulting list was 
undoubtedly incomplete.   

• Despite the great diversity of academic backgrounds represented by the roundtable 
participants (including political science, sociology, planning, public policy, parks and 
tourism, ecology, marine biology, range management), the list would have certainly 
turned out somewhat differently had the exercise taken place at a different conference 
drawing a different cross-section of collaborative policy scholars.  

• We had relatively little time to discuss connections among the various theories and 
frameworks, or to distinguish the most prominent theories and frameworks from those 
that are lesser known or lesser developed. 

 
Participants in future Network roundtables may wish to pick up where we left off.



Roundtable Participants, June 3, 2004 
 
Jodi Cassell 
UC Berkeley 
http://www-csgc.ucsd.edu/EXTENSION/cassell.html 
 
Cecilia Danks 
University of Vermont 
http://www.uvm.edu/~cdanks/ 
 
Maria E. Fernandez-Gimenez 
Colorado State Univ. 
http://www.cnr.colostate.edu/frws/people/faculty/maria.htm 
 
Jonathan Kusel 
Forest Community Research 
http://fcresearch.org/HTML/AboutUs/Staff.html#Anchor-Jonathan-14210 
 
Bill Leach 
Center for Collaborative Policy 
http://www.csus.edu/ccp/about/staff/bleach.htm 
 
Rich Margerum 
University of Oregon 
http://utopia.uoregon.edu/faculty/margerum.htm 
 
Cassandra Moseley 
University of Oregon 
http://utopia.uoregon.edu/faculty/moseley.htm 
 
Stacy Rosenberg 
University of Oregon 
 
Michael A. Schuett 
Texas A&M University 
http://rpts.tamu.edu/faculty/schuett.htm 
 
Steve Selin 
West Virginia University 
http://www.forestry.caf.wvu.edu/programs/recreation/FacultyStaff/Selin/selin.htm 
 
Toddi Steelman 
North Carolina State 
http://www.cnr.ncsu.edu/for/faculty/steelman.htm 
 
Vicky Sturtevant 
Southern Oregon University 
http://www.sou.edu/sociol/fac.htm#vicky 


