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Design & Architecture in Italy, 2009

Florence Travel Study Program 

Program Itinerary

Sat, 6/13
U.S. Departure.
Sun, 6/14
Arrive Florence.  After unpacking and settling in the Resindence San Niccolo there will be time to take an early evening stroll along the Arno River. Optional dinner with the group.           

Mon, 6/15
After breakfast, we begin our day in front of Santa Croce.  Inside this important Florentine Gothic church we will look at frescoes by Giotto and Gaddi, and sculptures by Donatello.  Stepping into the adjacent courtyard, we move from the Gothic to the Renaissance, for here we find Brunelleschi's Pazzi Chapel--a small masterpiece of classical proportions. We will finish the morning with a walking tour of our neighborhood, learning where to find the best local places to buy pasta, cheese, meat, fish, gelato and more.  Introduction to Travel Sketching. Afternoon free.


Group dinner:  “Welcome to Florence”

Tues, 6/16
We meet in front of Santa Croce and take a walk through three of Florence’s most important urban spaces: Piazza degli Uffizi, Piazza della Signoraria and Piazza del Duomo.  Along the way we will visit Orsanmichele, with its exquisite altarpiece by Andrea Orcagna, the Baptistery, with Ghiberti's doors that Michelangelo said were beautiful enough to be the gates of Paradise, Giotto's bell tower, and the Duomo, with Brunelleschi's great dome.  (We will climb the dome on the last day of our trip).  We finish the morning in the Bargello, Florence’s former prison, now its main sculpture museum, housing work by Michelangelo, Donatello and Verrocchio. Sketching Session #1. Afternoon free.

Wed, 6/17
We meet in front of Santa Croce, and walk to the Palazzo Medici Riccardi, the palace Michelozzo built for Cosimo dé Medici, setting the style for Renaissance palaces.  After visiting the courtyard and viewing Gozzoli's frescoes in the Cappella dei Magi, we will proceed to San Lorenzo, one of Brunelleschi's two Florentine churches.  It is remarkable for how he was able to use a simple geometry to develop complex spatial patterns.  Inside the church we will visit the Old and New Sacristies.  Designed by Brunelleschi and Michelangelo respectively, these twin chapels allow us to compare masterpieces from the early and high Renaissance.  This amazing church complex has one more treasure--Michelangelo's Laurentian Library, located in the adjacent cloister.  The library is famous for its entry vestibule, in which Michelangelo inserted a stairway that seems to float down from the second floor reading room.  Afternoon free. 

Thur, 6/18
All-Day Bus Tour:  Our first excursion through Tuscany takes us first to Arezzo, where Giorgio Vasari was born and where the movie Life is Beautiful was filmed.  Here we will see Piero della Francesca's famous fresco cycle depicting the Legend of the Cross.  Piero’s remarkable paintings combine the Renaissance’s fascination with classical imagery with his love of mathematically correct perspective drawing.  From Arezzo we travel to Cortona, a medieval hill town where we will have time to roam the winding, climbing streets. Sketching Session #2.

Fri, 6/19
Free Day--Optional Excursion Venice or Lake Como.

Sat, 6/20
Free Day--Optional Excursion Venice or Lake Como. 

Sun, 6/21
Free Day--Optional Excursion Venice or Lake Como.

Mon, 6/22
Our first stop this morning will be Brunelleschi’s Piazza della Santi Annunziata, one of the Renaissance's first ideal plazas.  With its symmetrical buildings and trapezoidal shape, Michelangelo used it as a model for his own Capital Hill plaza in Rome.  We will visit two of the three buildings on the square: Brunelleschi's Spedale degli Innocenti (Orphans' Home) with its elegant loggia, and Michelozzo's Church of the Annunziata, where we will find paintings by Andrea del Sarto, Andrea del Castagno and Pontormo.  A short walk takes us to one of Florence's less famous treasures--the Museum of San Marco.  Fra Angelico lived in this monastery and he painted a small devotional fresco in each of the monks' small bedrooms--creating a unique museum experience.  Sketching Session #3. Afternoon free.

Tues, 6/23
All-Day Bus Tour.  On our second excursion we will once again tour the Tuscan countryside, this time visiting the small hill towns of Pienza and Montepulciano.  In the morning, just outside of Montepulciano, we will visit Antonio da Sangallo's San Biagio---a wonderful example of a Renaissance ideal centrally planned church.  We will have time to walk the steeply sloped streets of the town, visiting the wine, cheese and olive oil shops.  After lunch we will make the short drive to Pienza.  In the mid-15th century the great humanist Pope Pius II turned this out-of-the-way hill town into a testing ground for the most advanced Renaissance ideas about urban planning. Sketching Session #4. 

Wed, 6/24
On our last day together in Florence we will climb to the top of Brunelleschi’s dome, where our efforts will be rewarded with a 360 degree panorama of the city—and after two weeks in Florence it will be easy to recognize the major buildings and piazzas!  We finish the morning at the Museo dell’Opera del Duomo—the museum houses many of the sculptures that once adorned the cathedral’s outer walls and interiors, including Michelangelo’s Pietà and works by Donatello and Luca della Robbia. Sketching Session #5.

Potluck and Evening Celebration:  “Festival of San Giovanni”
Thur, 6/25
All Day Bus Trip to Sienna.  Through much of the late Middle Ages and early Renaissance, Sienna rivaled Florence for artistic and political dominance in central Italy.  Today, as we walk the winding streets of this remarkable hill town, we will enjoy the artistic fruits of this rivalry.  Our first stop is the Piazza del Campo, the heart of the city, where each year rival neighborhoods complete in the Palio--the horserace around the plaza's perimeter.  In the adjacent Palazzo Pubblico we will enjoy frescoes by Simone Martini and Lorenzetti depicting the glories of life in medieval Sienna.  Our next visit is to the Museo dell'Opera Metropolitana. This museum, which houses one of the most beautiful proto-Renaissance panel paintings-- Duccio's multi-paneled alter piece, the Maestà, is actually located in the abandoned walls of what was to have been Italy's largest cathedral.  Our morning ends by climbing to the top the never-finished cathedral’s front wall for a spectacular view of the city.  Afternoon free

Group lunch in Sienna:  “Farewell to Florence”
Fri, 6/26
Free Day

Sat, 6/27
Free Day

Sun, 6/28
Depart Florence, Arrive U.S.
