Love Letters


In your groups, analyze the ethos and pathos demonstrated in the following three love letters. How does the writer establish his or her ethos in each letter? In which letter is the writer most effective? Why? What assumptions do you make about the writer based on the ethos he or she establishes in each letter? How does the writer analyze and address his or her audience in each letter? In which letter do you think the writer most effectively addresses the pathos of his or her intended audience?

Hi B. 





Okay, total honesty here: I know we’ve been just friends, but I think you’re really hot. Do you want to grab a bite on Saturday…as maybe more than friends?





--D








Dear B, 





How to start? You’ve made me smile so often over these past few months. I feel like I’ve known you for ages. That sounds silly, doesn’t it? Well, the truth is, I’ve really enjoyed getting to know you over these past few months, and I think you’re a really great person. I feel like we might have a connection. So, I was wondering whether you’d like to go out to dinner with me sometime. Or if dinner feels too serious, how about coffee?





--D








Hey B. 





I'm going to make a fool of myself here because...well, life's too short, and I'm sick of being a wimp. Nothing ventured, nothing gained, and all that. You might remember I said in my last e-mail that I was going to miss you, and that we should get together sometime. Well, I really meant it, and I guess I should've said that in the e-mail (or face to face, but I was too wimpy for that). Truth is, I really like talking to you--you're the nicest, most interesting person I've met in a long time, and you make me laugh. And I tried to get up the courage to just ask you last week if you wanted to go out sometime, but I'm pretty much the shyest person on the planet for stuff like this. (Actually, that's probably an understatement; I'm really completely inept at things like this!) So anyway--I have no idea whether you'd even be interested or whether you're seeing someone or what, and frankly, it's TOTALLY unlike me to be so forward. But I would've kicked myself for a long time if I didn't at least let you know that I think you're a really great person. So if you want to go out sometime for coffee, a drink, lunch, dinner, whatever...that'd be really fun. And if you're not interested, then will you just excuse a friend for being an embarrassed idiot? :-) I hope I haven't totally put you on the spot or made you uncomfortable. If I have, I apologize...but hey, it's always nice to know someone thinks you're great, right?!





--D











