Sunderman, English 1A

Homework Assignment – Outline for Essay #2
Be sure to make two copies of your outline - one to use as you draft, and one to hand in to me.
In class you began formulating your purpose for writing Essay #2.  In groups, you brainstormed aspects of the "melting pot" and "salad bowl" views of America that might be useful to compare/contrast in order to accomplish your writing goals.  You may also have come to a decision about which view is a better fit for American society (of course, you can always feel free to change your mind).  

We discussed in class common organizational structures for the compare/contrast essay.  For homework, create a formal outline for essay #2.  Your outline should include/reflect the following:

· An idea for how you might set up your topic

· The aspects you wish to compare/contrast 

· Your chosen method of organization - block by block, point by point, a combination of the two, or a method of your own devising.  Regardless of how your organize your ideas, the progression of ideas should be clear to the reader.
· Possible ways to support your ideas - quotes from the book, personal examples, etc.

· An idea for how to conclude your essay

This will give you a guide for writing your first draft.  You will have decided on your purpose for writing, which will hopefully help you formulate a thesis.  You will know what your main points are, and you will have devised a way to effectively organize those ideas, showing their relationship to your thesis and to each other.  You will also have come up with ways to support your ideas, using examples from the text and from your personal experience.

Of course, just because you have written an outline doesn't mean your ideas and your organization are set in stone.  As you write, you may discover new ideas, or a new direction for your essay.  You may change your mind about your thesis, and that's okay.  You can always change your outline.  But, I want you to have some idea how to start writing - to get past your fear and your writer's block, and to come out with a draft that is fairly well focused, organized and supported.  

