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1. In Hunger of Memory, the book from which “The Achievement of Desire” is drawn, Rodriguez says several times that the story he tells, although it is very much his story, is also a story of our common experience—growing up, leaving home, becoming educated, entering the world. Read back through the essay and look particularly for sections or passages you might bring forward as evidence that this is, in fact, an essay which can give you a way of looking at your own life, and not just his. But also look for sections that defy universal application. To what degree is his story the story of our common experience? Why might he (or his readers) want to insist that his story is everyone’s story?

2. At the end of “The Achievement of Desire,” Rodriguez says:

It would require many more years of schooling (an inevitable miseducation) in which I came to trust the silence of reading and the habit of abstracting from immediate experience—moving away from a life of closeness and immediacy I remembered with my parents, growing older—before I turned unafraid to desire the past, and thereby achieved what had eluded me for so long—the end of education.

What do you think is the “end of education”? And what does that end (that goal? stopping point?) have to do with “miseducation,” “the silence of reading,” “the habit of abstracting from immediate experience,” and “desiring the past”?

3. This group will work with the following two quotes from “The Achievement of Desire”:

What I am about to say to you has taken me more than twenty years to admit: A primary reason for my success in the classroom was that I couldn’t forget that schooling was changing me and separating me from the life I enjoyed before becoming a student. (p.3)
If, because of my schooling, I had grown culturally separated from my parents, my education finally had given me ways of speaking and caring about that fact. (p.18)

As you read back through Rodriguez’s essay, what would you say are his “ways of speaking and caring”? One way to think about this question is to trace how the lessons he learned about reading, education, language, family, culture, and class shifted as he moved from elementary school through college and graduate school to his career as a teacher and a writer. What scholarly abilities did he learn that provided him with “ways of speaking and caring” valued in the academic community? Where and how do you see him using them in his essay?

[Adapted from Ways of Reading by David Bartholomae and Anthony Petrosky]

