Rhetoric in the Media

The following letters to the editor were in response to a cartoon by Rex Babin in the January 26th edition of the Sacramento Bee, depicting Sacramento firefighters who were recently accused of engaging in sexual activity while on duty in the firehouse. In your groups, please read each letter to the editor and comment on each one using some aspect of rhetoric we discussed in class. For example, you might discuss how the writer strengthens or weakens his or her ethos in the letter.  Or, you might mention how the writer addresses the pathos of his or her intended audience. Or, you might comment on how the writer uses an enthymeme or example to make his or her point. Or, you might discuss which type(s) of rhetoric the writer is using (epideictic, forensic, or deliberative). Just a couple sentences for each letter will be sufficient!

Letters to the editor: The other firefighters
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Acts of a few and the cost for all city firefighters
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Once again, Rex Babin and The Bee choose to portray all Sacramento city firefighters as sex-starved individuals who fulfill their fantasies while on the job instead of placing the blame solely on the shoulders of the handful of individuals who are accused of using extremely bad judgment. If a Bee writer or political cartoonist were accused of plagiarism, would all other Bee writers, editors and cartoonists be lumped into the same category? 
- Michele Rebensdorf, Elk Grove
Re "Fire chief vows to restore agency's reputation," Jan. 26: That the vast majority of the Sacramento City Fire Department is comprised of exemplary employees is irrelevant and should not obfuscate the fact that individual firefighters egregiously violated both professional and ethical standards and work rules far beyond the mayor's innocuous assessment of "embarrassing" and "disappointing."The chief's job is not to ascertain who is "salvageable." He is not a counselor in a social work agency. He is the CEO of a public protection department. City Councilwoman Lauren Hammond got it right when she said we have a city attorney's office if a court fight is necessary to enforce the rules. At some point, Hammond and the other council members will have to hold the city manager accountable for another episode in a litany of administrative misadventures on his watch. 

- Robert J. Bone, Sacramento
I cannot understand why some people believe that these firefighters should not be fired from their jobs. If sex on the job is not an offense for firing, what about conduct unbecoming to the job? The position of a firefighter is one that is unique. The people who do this job have a responsibility to the community to be professional. In some respects, they represent our community. This story has gone nationwide and has given Sacramento notoriety that it doesn't deserve. 

- Theresa Gregory, Sacramento
This is not to say I feel what the firefighters did was right, but maybe they need to get in contact with President Clinton to find out how he got away with not having sex with that woman in the highest respected room and building in our country, committing perjury under oath, all while not losing his position as president and still getting paid by our taxes for the rest of his life. Something is not quite right.I say give the firefighters another chance. 

- Rita Ryan, Lincoln Hills
Re "Back in the good-old-boy days, city's police force misbehaved, too," R.E. Graswich, Jan. 26: With the disgrace that Robbie Waters brought on himself and the Sheriff's Department when he was sheriff, I think he should keep his mouth shut and lie low regarding his opinion of the Sacramento Fire Department and its personnel. 

- C.C. Howell, Fair Oaks
