Lesson Plan: The Run-on Sentence

Target Audience

The lesson plan is designed for intermediate students.  However, I have controlled the language as much as possible so that dedicated upper beginners and low advanced students may also benefit from the instruction.
Objective

- Make students avoid using run-on sentences and comma splices.

SWBATs (Student will be able to . . .)
- Identify run-on sentences and comma splices.

- Correct all the errors related to run-on sentence and comma splices.

- Avoid using run-on sentences and comma splices

Materials

Overhead transparency on the “Run-on Sentences and Comma Splices,” one student essay, and handouts  (see following pages)
Run-on Sentences and Comma Splices (transparency and handout)
1. Definition: 

 a) Run-on sentence: 

    Two or more independent clauses are joined together without a coordinating conjunction and without punctuation.

    (e.g.: * Janet left for work early she arrived late.)

  b) Comma splice: 

     Two or more clauses are joined with a comma but without a coordination conjunction.

     (e.g.: * Janet left for work early, she arrived late.)

2. Some strategies for revision 

Because run-on sentences and comma splices occur when two independent clauses are joined, you can correct either error using one of five methods

Examples: * Janet left for work early she arrived late. (run-on sentence)

                  * Janet left for work early, she arrived late (comma splice)

a) Use a period: 

            Janet left for work early. She arrived late.

b) Use a semicolon: 

            Janet left for work early; she arrived late.

c) Use a comma plus a coordinating conjunction (FANBOYS: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) 

            Janet left for work early, but she arrived late.

d) Use a semicolon and a transitional word (besides, consequently, however, moreover, etc)

            Janet left for work early; however, she arrived late.

e) Change one of the clauses to a subordinate clause by means of a subordinating conjunction

            Although Janet left for work early, she arrived late.

Exercise (transparency and handout)
Identify the error type of the following sentences as run-on (R), comma splice (CS), or correct (C). Then correct the sentences. 

1) The chickens on campus play a famous role for our school, they make us unique.       Type____

( _________________________________________________________________________.

2) What if the chickens laid eggs and hid them somewhere they would get left behind.      Type____

( _________________________________________________________________________.

3) The chickens bring laughter to our students, without them we’d be an ordinary school.               Type____

( _________________________________________________________________________.

4) I remember, after my first class I was leading out to the bookstore unfortunately, I stepped on the chickens’ dump.    Type____

( _____________________________________________________.

5) Right now there many chickens living freely on campus but many professors don’t want chickens.  Type____

( ______________________________________________________________________.

6) Chickens should not be allowed to live freely on the campus because they cause stinky odors make noise and no one wants to clean after.          Type____

( ______________________________________________________________________.

7) Anytime students want to lie down on the lawn they need a place that look clean and have a fresh air therefore they can not take a nap or study.      Type____

( _________________________________________________________________________.

8)  But I strongly disagree with that opinion, chickens should not be allowed on campus at all.    

  Type___
( _________________________________________________________________________.

9) During the time students are in the lab if the chickens make a lot a noise the students won’t focus to do their job.  Type____

( ____________________________________________________________.

10) In conclusion, if the chickens live freely on campus because students let them live free then these students should clean the chickens mess.   Type____

( ________________________________________________________.

