Eng 1A/Johnson


Essay Assignment #3: A Rhetorical Analysis of “Irresponsible” Writing

Using the skills you have gained at identifying slanting, charged language, propaganda, and logical fallacies, write an essay in which you analyze one magazine/newspaper editorial or article, a political essay, or a comparable contemporary text where the writer uses “irresponsible” language.  (I suggest you choose one of the publications you subscribe to or like to read.)  Who is the audience, and what is the author’s rhetorical purpose?  Clearly identify in your essay how the people or organization who write the piece slant their arguments, use charged language, employ propaganda techniques, or commit logical fallacies.  Also, remember the expectations the typical reader of the magazine, newspaper, or other text brings to that reading.  How does the author use language to try and confuse, manipulate and generally bamboozle the audience?  
Assignment:

Your task for this assignment is two-fold; present an analysis of the text you have selected, and then think critically about what the results of your analysis imply.  Although your conclusions as to what the text implies may be arguable, any summary of the text must be accurate and your analysis should be clear.  You must again decide whom the audience is and state the author’s rhetorical purpose.  How is the rhetorical purpose “irresponsible?”  What slanting, charged language, propaganda and logical fallacies is the author trying to hide and why?   

Paper Requirements and Expectations:

Please remember that a rhetorical analysis is itself a piece of rhetoric.  This means, of course, that your paper must have an argument, a position you wish to defend.  You should state your position in the opening paragraph, then in subsequent paragraphs defend it as persuasively as possible.  This paper should be 4-5 pages in length.



Format
· Typed, 12pt font, New Times Roman, double spaced, and one inch margins all around

· Title the essay to lead the readers into the paper, number at the top right hand corner, and staple at the top left

Due Date:
Friday, 10/29: Bring three copies of your paper (one for me and two for your peers).
