Eng 1A/Johnson


Essay Assignment #2:  A Rhetorical Analysis of “Responsible” Writing


A rhetorical analysis considers the text under discussion as a piece of persuasive discourse; your purpose in writing such an analysis is to judge the effectiveness of the text as rhetoric.  To this end, you will need to determine the author’s rhetorical purpose (what is it that he or she wishes to persuade his audience to do or think or feel) and discuss the means he or she uses to try to achieve that purpose.   

Remember that in order to determine the author’s rhetorical purpose, you must first determine the audience to which the author is writing and his or her attitude toward his or her audience.  Consequently, a good rhetorical analysis always includes—and often begins with—an analysis of the nature of the audience.
Assignment:
Choose an essay in Unit Two, determine the author’s rhetorical purpose, and explain how that purpose leads us to view the essay as a “responsible” piece of writing.  If “responsible” writing is any kind of writing where the major premise or thesis affirms humanity, then what is the major premise of the text that you are analyzing?  Explain to the reader how it supports the writer’s rhetorical purpose that affirms humanity.  Then explore the author’s use of rhetorical proofs to support his major premise; how does the writer use ethos, pathos, and logos to achieve his rhetorical purpose?     

Paper Requirements and Expectations:

Please remember that a rhetorical analysis is itself a piece of rhetoric.  This means, of course, that your paper must have an argument, a position you wish to defend.  You should state your position in the opening paragraph, then in subsequent paragraphs defend it as persuasively as possible.  This paper should be 4-5 pages in length.  

Format

· Typed, 12pt font, New Times Roman, double-spaced, one inch margins all around
· Title the essay to lead the readers into the paper, number at the top right hand corner, and staple at the top left
Due Date:

Friday, 10/8: Bring three copies of your paper (one for me and two for your peers).

