English 1A/Johnson


Essay Assignment #1: Exploring Oneself as Writer

This unit asks you to closely examine what you do before you write, while you write, and after you write.  In other words I am inviting you to see your writing as a process and not a product.  This idea is incorporated into the fabric of this class, and your acceptance of the idea, in the long run, will help make you a more experienced writer.  And acknowledging the writing process brings you one step closer to writing-self-awareness.  If you know why and how you write well, you can demystify writing by developing more control over the products you produce.  Likewise, self-awareness as a writer also allows you to avoid habits and tendencies that detract from the efficacy of your writing.  Remember, moments of inspiration are important to the process of writing but do not make up the process itself.  Your job in this essay is to explore your writing process. 
	Assignment:
Both Godwin and Lamott face problems as experienced writers.  Choose one and define their problem.  How does it compare to the problems you face when writing an essay?  What “Revision Strategies of Experienced Writers” do you use to defeat your “Watcher” or overcome a “shitty first draft?”




Paper Requirements and Expectations:
I expect your paper to have clearly stated central idea, to stay sharply focused on that idea throughout, and to offer me your reflections about the topic.  Please do not hand in the formulaic five-paragraph essay.  Rather, move your essay forward in a purposeful way, with logical starting and ending (conclusions may be reflective and should have something to add—what you have learned, for example. They should not simply be a summary of your paper).  This paper must be 3-5 pages in length.  Notice that I have made an exception for this paper and dropped the length requirement from 4 to 3 pages.  However, if you wish to turn this paper in with your portfolio, it will need to be at least 4 pages in length.      
Format

· Typed, 12pt font, New Times Roman, double-spaced, one inch margins all around
· Title the essay to lead the readers into the paper, number at the top right hand corner, and staple at the top left
Due Date:

Monday, 9/20: Bring three copies of your paper (one for me and two for your peers).

Note: I will respond to your drafts in writing.  You may then, if you wish, choose to select this essay for substantial further revision and inclusion as one of the three required formal academic essays in your Course Portfolio at the end of the semester.  
