English 1: Spring 2005
Morales

Essay Assignment 1

Objectives

Anne Lamott, in her essay “Shitty First Drafts” describes her writing process and what she has learned about writing from her experiences. In order to improve our personal writing skills, it is important to understand our writing process, how we write and why. The purpose of this essay is to give you an opportunity to explore your own writing process and your feelings about that process.

Assignment

Write an essay in which you describe a particular time that you had to write something (i.e. an essay for school, a letter to a relative, a business correspondence, etc.) and the process you went through. Be as specific as possible in describing your process. The following questions will help you brainstorm ideas; you do not have to include the answers to all of these questions in your essay.

Think about how the following may have affected your writing process and answer “why?” and “how?”:

· Where were you? What time of day was it? 

· What materials did you use? Pen? Pencil? Computer? Books? Notes?

· How much time did you spend writing? Planning? Brainstorming? Revising? Did you write in one sitting or over several days?

· What was your purpose for writing? How committed were you to this purpose? Did your feelings about the purpose make it easier or harder to write?

· Who was your audience? How did you feel about your audience? What did you know/not know about them?

· What was going through your head while writing? How did you feel about your writing as you moved through the process?

Keys for Success

· Your essay should have a strong thesis statement that tells something about your experience – not just that you had one (Hint: What conclusion did Lamott come to after considering her own experience with writing?)

· Each paragraph should focus on one idea with specific details and/or examples

· The entire essay should exhibit a logical order of ideas with each paragraph leading into the next

· The essay should be formatted appropriately and carefully edited for grammar and punctuation

Requirements

· Draft 1 must be a minimum of 3 pages

· Draft 2 must be a minimum of 4 pages and include:

· 1 page personal reflection

· Copy of your peer’s response to your draft

· A peer response evaluation form for your teammate

· All drafts should be typed in Times New Roman, 12pt font with 1” margins on all four sides and formatted according to the paper format guidelines

Late and incomplete drafts will not receive credit under any circumstances

