English 1A: Paper #4

You've spent the semester analyzing the rhetoric of authors of various works and considering the choices each author made, as well as the implications those choices had on his or her work. Now it's time to put everything you've learned this semester to use! Your task for this final paper is to determine the grade you believe you deserve in the class and then write a convincing argument to support your proposed grade. Note: Your final grade in the class will not be based solely on your argument in this paper. However, a well-crafted argument will likely yield a strong grade on this assignment, which will naturally affect your final grade in the course.
I expect that you will carefully consider your argument and take this assignment as seriously as you did the first three papers. This is not the time to simply say, "I deserve an A because I never fell asleep in class." Rather, this is your opportunity to dazzle me with a demonstration of what you've learned this semester. Aristotle's states that one should employ the best means of persuasion for a given argument. Think about this statement as you choose the means you will use to craft your argument. What rhetorical devices can you use in this essay to best make your case?
A hint to get you started: If you want to persuade me that you deserve a good grade in the class, an excellent strategy would be to show me how much you've learned by putting the ideas and strategies we've discussed in class to work in your argument. For example:
· Audience. That would be me, of course. Consider how you might best structure your argument given that I am your audience.
· Aristotle's three types of rhetoric. Which type of rhetoric (deliberative, forensic, or epideictic) will best suit your argument? In many cases, there is no single answer. What features from the applicable type(s) of rhetoric can you use to strengthen your argument?
· Enthymeme and example. Clearly you will need to support your argument; Aristotle suggests that the best way to do this is by using enthymemes and examples. Can you make use of either or both in your essay?
· Orwell’s weaknesses in the English language. Dying metaphors, pretentious diction, meaningless words…. Think back to “Politics and the English Language,” and the points Orwell brings up in his argument. Can you use the strategies Orwell suggests to strengthen your argument?
In addition to the final draft of your essay, you are required to submit a one-page cover letter. In this cover letter, I’d like to hear your thoughts about specific strategies you learned in this class. Which ones were helpful to you? Which were not so helpful? How do you think you might be able to put these strategies to use in your writing in the future? Is there anything in particular that you hoped to learn in this class, but that we did not cover? Please be honest in your response. I will not be grading the cover letter on content, and your grade on this essay and in the class will absolutely not be negatively affected by anything you choose to include in your cover letter. I simply would like you to take a moment to reflect on what you’ve learned in the class and how you might use these skills to approach future writing tasks you face. And, I’d like to know which parts of the class were effective and which were not so that I can consider this information when I’m planning the curriculum for future classes.
As usual, I will be evaluating your paper based on the CSUS English 1A grading rubric and the following criteria:

· Content. Is your argument well thought-out and have you clearly examined the issue from all sides?

· Clarity. Have you expressed your ideas in a straightforward manner? Does your paper demonstrate a clear main argument?

· Organization. Does your paper have a strong and consistent structure?

· Grammar/mechanics/usage. Is your paper free of major errors and typos? Have you proofread the final draft?

Your paper should be four to five pages typed, double-spaced, with a one-inch margin on all sides and a font size no larger than 12-point. Any citations should follow MLA format and should be included on a Works Cited page at the end of your paper.
Happy writing and as always, feel free to come to me if you have any questions.

