The I-Search Paper

(adapted from Ken Macrorie’s book by the same title)

The first step in preparing to write you paper, of course, is to find a topic.  Only you can decide what sort of topic you find engaging, exciting, and worth looking into.  Your topic can be related to a potential career path, a problem the world is facing which interests you, a political or controversial issue whose history and arguments you wish to investigate and present, or simply something in which you have always had an interest, but have never taken the time to learn about.

STEP1:  To begin, freewrite for about ten minutes about what is tumbling around in your mind after reading the above paragraph.  Include any thoughts which were stirred after reading about potential subject areas.

STEP 2:  Next, re-read your freewrite and generate a list of possible topics which emerged during your freewrite.  If your list contains eight ideas or less, freewrite again.  See if the list you just made helps you to come up with even more ideas.  (If you have nine or more possible topics, skip ahead to STEP 4.)

STEP 3:  Add new ideas generated in the second freewrite to your original list; if you still have fewer than nine ideas, continue the process until your list contains at least nine or ten ideas.

STEP 4:  Cross off any of the ideas you feel you cannot pursue with a sense of lasting interest; you need to want to know more about this topic so badly that your desire to learn will carry you through the lengthy research, writing, and rewriting processes.  Hopefully you will have at least five or six topics remaining.

STEP 5:  Now go over your list of ideas.  How likely is it that you will be able to locate a living resource (person to interview) for each topic?  If it seems unlikely, cross that idea off.  At this point, you should have at least three potential ideas left.

STEP 6:  Get out three sheets of paper and write each of your remaining topic at the top of each page.  Now freewrite about each of these ideas, answering the following questions:

· What do you already know about this topic?

· What do you guess or surmise about this topic?

· What do you need to know or find out about this topic?

STEP 7:  Now carefully read back over your freewrites, highlighting anything which stands out to you as interesting or thought provoking.  After reading over your highlighted sections, eliminate the topics which generated the least freewriting and/or the least comments of interest.  Read over the final topic one more time; is it truly an idea that grabs your interest?  Will your interest be sustained over the length of time it will take (nearly the rest of this semester) to research and write this paper?  If so, congratulations!  You have your topic!  If not, back up a few steps and investigate other possible ideas until you settle on one.  

Bring the pages generated by this handout and your chosen topic 

to class on _____________________________.
English 1A/Plaxton
The I Search Paper:  Making a Proposal

At this point, you are ready to embark on your I Search journey.  But before you begin, it is important to be sure that you know where you are headed.  In order to ensure as successful of a process as possible, you need to submit a proposal about the topic you intend to research.  This accomplishes two very important goals:

· Fist, it gives the instructor the opportunity to give you feedback on your topic and to provide you with any necessary input regarding the need to narrow or broaden your topic, or perhaps consider another topic.

· Secondly, it holds you accountable to a specific topic, a goal you can begin to push yourself toward through thinking, researching, and writing.


Your I Search Paper Proposal

is due on:  _____________________________

Name: _____________________________


Topic: __________________________
I Search Paper: Progress Report (due Monday, March 29th)
· Topic, Interviewee’s name, date of interview, and/or questions, I Search paper proposal, and your tentative Works Cited page (word processed) are all due no later than Friday, March 26th
· Preliminary notes due no later than Monday, March 29th
EACH ONE OF THE ABOVE THAT IS LATE WILL COST YOU 5% OF YOUR FINAL GRADE ON THE PAPER!!!
With the following schedule in mind, write complete this form:

	M: 4/12
	I Search sources/handouts and notes taken
	Expand paper proposal from Week 7 

	W: 4/14
	I Search sources/handouts and notes taken
	Begin pre-write for paper (2-3 pgs)

	F:  4/16
	I Search sources/handouts and notes taken
	Exploratory draft of I Search paper (3-4 p.)


List here what you have done so far: ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

List here what you will be doing over Spring Break.  Include your plan for breaking the work down over the week, so you will not have to do too much at the last minute:   __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NOTE:  Expanding your paper proposal (which you should have in your binder if you turned it in on time) involves rereading the proposal, and then rewriting it to reflect any changes in direction that you have made at this point in the process of your preparation for the I Search Paper.  This is due at the start of class on Monday, April 12, along with your expanded notes!

English 1A/Plaxton

           Essay #5:  The I Search Paper


The research paper is a typical part of any composition course.  It is designed to help students learn to perform the many tasks behind researching a topic, including: selecting a topic; using different types of sources; gathering information and taking notes; determining what information is important and what to leave out; integrating material from several different sources into a paper written by oneself; appropriately citing sources.  It is a complex and lengthy task which requires incorporating all of the skills learned throughout the earlier weeks of the composition course, and is also a task which is instructive in and of itself.  


For the purpose of this paper, you need to adopt an authoritative but somewhat “detached” attitude in your writing.  This is the writing of a reporter, writing in the third person in order to inform a formal, educated audience about a given topic.  The sources you select for your paper will model this persona to some extent.  Read your sources carefully, and try to adopt a similar professional attitude.  However, remember to use vocabulary that is natural for you, while not too informal.  Avoid using any words that sound good, but that you are not completely certain of how to use appropriately.  

The Paper will discuss the material you have obtained in a thoughtful and organized fashion.  Before you begin, make a list of what you see as the main focus points for your paper.  See if you can position these points in your paper in a logical order.  As you begin to move from your exploratory draft into the first draft of your paper, pay attention to this list; it will guide you in keeping your paper on topic and your paragraphs in a logical order.  If your topic is a controversy or a question with more than one potential solution, be sure to present the opposing viewpoints openly.  Introduce opposing views at first from a “just the facts,” unbiased viewpoint; then transition into your side of the argument, explaining your perspective and presenting well-researched support for your opinion.  Be careful, when addressing controversial topics, to NOT alienate your audience!  Remember that are differing sides for a controversy only because the opposition can  find relevant and compelling support for its view too!
Your paper will be assessed for the following:

All of the categories outlined on the English 1A Rubric, with special emphasis on:

· Your ability to analyze your sources and present your material clearly and analytically

· Your ability to effectively integrate your sources into the text of your paper

· Your ability to select and use quotes effectively and appropriately

· Your ability to be a critical reader of your own text

Your revisions should show you paid attention to:


( - careful and clear wording


( - good transitions from one paragraph and topic to another


( - choosing the best wording for your writing


( - consistency of verb tense and attention to proper grammar and mechanics


( - staying in third person


( - an appropriate title, and sound introduction and conclusion


( - correct MLA format, documentation, and Works Cited page

REMEMBER, as always, you must:

· Word Process your paper, MLA format, size 12 font, Times New Roman

· Your paper must be a minimum of SIX (6) full pages, but no longer than eight (8) pages

· Name and page number must appear in the upper right corner of all pages

· Staple your paper at the top left-hand corner and DO NOT use a title page

The final draft of your I Search Paper is due on __________________.
This information is adapted from Ken Macrorie’s book, The I Search Paper






Your I Search proposal needs to include the following:





I. A clear proposal declaration, stating the topic you intend to research.  This should be no more than two or three sentences.





II. A clear statement explaining why you have chosen this topic.  This should be long enough to give the reader a good explanation as to why you want to research the topic, what drove you to select your area of research, why it appeals to you.  A short paragraph should be sufficient.





III. The process you intend to go through to obtain needed information, and what you will do with the information once you have gotten it.  This may include: 


Describing what you have done thus far (how you selected your interviewee and your sources), as well as 


What you are going to do in the weeks ahead.  


		(You should include a “time line” of how you are going to use your 			time wisely in order to meet the required deadlines 


		( How you will discipline yourself to do the work (time 					management/scheduling), and 


		( How you will deal with any possible distractions or setbacks which			might arise.  


	This third section will be the longest, and should probably be about two full 	paragraphs long.




















