English 1A/Plaxton


Writing for Other Disciplines 

If the world were simple and single-faceted, you could take a writing class which would teach you how to write essays of one type, and this format would work for all the writing you would ever need to do.  Fortunately, the world is like a kaleidoscope – colorful, multi-faceted, and constantly changing.  The positive effect of this is that we can find delight in the many interests available for us to pursue.  However, one difficulty is that there is not a “one size fits all” style of essay that guarantees success in every course you will encounter in college.

In order to appreciate the different demands made by the various departments of the university, we need to examine how other disciplines ask students to write.  Answer the questions below completely and thoughtfully.  Provide specific examples with details wherever possible.  If you have printed writing directions or prompts from other departments, bring them to the next class along with your answers to the following questions.  (Feel free to also use the back of this page if you need to.)
1.  What other courses have you taken in college which require the writing of an essay or report?

______________   ________________   ________________   _______________   ______________

2.  Briefly describe the type of writing you have been asked to do for each class you listed:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  What seemed to be the most important aspect of the writing you did for each class?  (Examples: following a specific format; evidence of what you learned; grammar; accuracy of content/information)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4.  What do you see as the most significant differences between the types of writing you have done?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  Why do you think teachers in different subjects areas ask for different types of writing?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. What gives you the most difficulty in writing? / What do you feel you still need to work on?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
