Assignment: First Draft of Major Essay #1—Education Autobiography

Instructor: Michael Pulley

Class: English 1A, Sec. 28
Due Date for Initial Draft (Response Paper): Tuesday, Feb. 15, 1:30 p.m.
Due Date for First Rewrite of this Essay (25 grade points): Tuesday, Feb. 22, 1:30 p.m. 


Write a three-to-four page narrative about one of your K-12 educational experiences. Don’t try to tell everything because that will be impossible in three or four pages, so pick only one defining moment or event or class during your early school years and tell a little story about that experience. Try to pick something that had a significant impact on your growth and development as a student and human being. You could focus on one teacher who had a major impact on your attitude toward learning, or you could focus on a specific class that may have inspired you and led you to pick the specific career path you are now following in the university. Or you could explore the negative side of your educational experiences. Maybe you struggled with a certain subject or class and it had a traumatic effect on you. But don’t limit yourself to these ideas. Maybe certain extracurricular activities in the social life of your school environment involving friends and parents most influenced you during your early days. Like Maxine Hong Kingston and Richard Rodriguez, you can add in details from home life, but let the primary focus of your paper be education and school itself. If you talk about your home life, explore how it may have influenced your attitude toward schooling and education. For guidance on this, look at how Richard Rodriguez manages to relate all of the incidents in his life back to the subject of education.

As I have already reiterated, I will not consider issues such as punctuation and grammar as part of the grade of the draft of this essay although I may point out significant problems in this area for your benefit. We will tackle those kinds of issues when we do the rewrites of this essay. So try to relax now and take risks. The point of the draft is to help you get your ideas down on paper and help you develop those ideas. Think about what you have learned about good storytelling from Maxine Hong Kingston, Donald Murray, Andrea Lunsford, and Richard Rodriguez. Try to imitate their practices, relying on techniques such as description, metaphor, development, and revelation. In other words, show rather than tell. Paint pictures for the reader so that the story comes alive in their mind as they read what you have written. Put the reader on the scene. Remember, we experience the world through five or more senses. Keep this in mind as you write. Don’t think about me. Use a conversational tone and pretend you are telling this story to one of your friends, peers, or classmates. 

Special Note: You will need to bring at least three copies of this essay to class on the first day (Feb. 15) that it is due. You will turn in one copy to me to be graded like a response paper, and you will need to have the two additional copies to give to two peers who will take them home to respond and comment on. 
