English 1A - Spring 2004

S. Morales
Essay Assignment #2

Overview & Objectives

Our readings, discussions and writing over the past two weeks have focused on writing for the university. As we know, the academic discourse community has certain expectations for the way that we use language, and specifically, the way we write. Thus, one of the purposes of this course is to introduce you to and give you practice with the conventions of academic discourse. However, we have also seen that the way we use language is not static; that is, it is continually changing for a variety of reasons, and that academic language may not be the same as the way we use language outside of the university. The goal of this assignment is for you to explore the relationship between academic discourse and other discourse communities and to increase your awareness of the role that the university plays in determining and/or influencing language use. It also designed to give you the opportunity to practice your critical thinking, reading and writing skills.

Assignment

Write an essay that analyzes the ways in which the university uses language and prescribes language use. Some questions to consider are: 1) What does the university teach students about language use? 2) Why does it teach students these things? 3) What should the university teach students about language use, specifically writing? 4) Should the university change with the times, cultures, etc, or should it maintain and/or teach some standard of spoken and written English? 5) How much of an influence does the university have on language use in America?

The length of this assignment will make it difficult to cover all the above questions or all the ways in which the university influences language use in adequate depth. Therefore, you should focus your essay on one or two aspects. For example, you may compare and contrast the academic discourse community with another discourse community. You may focus on just spoken language or on just written language. It is also possible to focus on certain conventions of language use, as many of our readings have done, such as grammar or word choice. Finally, you may analyze the influence that the university has on our language use versus other influences such as the media or family and friends.  The focus and purpose of your essay is up to you; however, the essay must analyze in some way the university’s role in determining and/or influencing language use.

Requirements

· The essay must be a minimum of 4-5 pages; typed in Times New Roman 12pt. font, double-spaced, with one-inch margins; and formatted according to MLA style (see page 341 in PHRG).

· You must cite at least three different sources and include a Works Cited page; please consult your PHRG (316-344) for the proper formatting of parenthetical citations and the Works Cited page. 

· The final essay must be accompanied by a one-page personal reflection (see handout for Essay #1).

Important Due Dates

Monday, March 1

Draft Essay #2 (at least 3 pages for this draft – final essay must be 4-5 pages) 

(remember to bring copies for your teammates and a copy for me)

Friday, March 5

Workshop and Peer Responses to Draft Essay #2




(bring a copy of your peer responses for each writer and copies for me)

Monday, March 8

Revised Essay #2

Friday, March 26

Final Essay #2 and Personal Reflection

The Successful Essay will:

· Analyze the relationship between the university and language use; in other words, the essay will not just summarize but will either categorize, consider relationships, make comparisons, or explore causes and effects 

· Have a specific and identifiable purpose appropriate for the assignment and the audience 

· Have a clear focus and controlling idea with a suitable and logical organization

· Anticipate readers’ questions, concerns and/or disagreements

· Provide specific examples and support that make general ideas clear for the reader

· Be carefully edited for grammar, punctuation and sentence structure 

Peer Responses

The purpose of the peer response is to not only give valuable feedback to your writing teammates on their work-in-progress, but it is also an opportunity to practice your reading and revision skills so that you can effectively see any issues in your own writing.  Peer responses will not be evaluated for spelling, grammar or organization. However, you should remember that your peer responses have a particular audience that is most likely anticipating helpful and considerate feedback on his or her writing. 

Peer responses should be a minimum of one typed page for each writer and include a discussion of both those things that are working in the essay and those that can be improved. The following questions will help you in responding to the essay(s):

· What do you think is the writer’s main point or purpose of the essay and how do you know? Does the essay address the assignment?

· What do you think is the writer’s most interesting point or insight (which may or may not be the writer’s main point)?

· Do you think the writer’s organization is appropriate or effective for his or her purpose or audience? Why or why not?

· What sections of the paper seem clear and why? What sections seem unclear and may require more explanation?

· What examples do you think are effective and what examples do not clearly express what you think the writer is trying to convey?

· Do you think the writer has considered all the questions his or her audience may have about the main point? What questions do you have as a reader?

· What would you like to read more about? Where do you think the writer has digressed from his or her topic? 

· What do you think is the most important thing the writer should focus on during revision?

Personal Reflection

The purpose of this personal reflection is to encourage your continued awareness of your own writing process. It is also a way for you to consider the progress that you have made and what you have learned about writing. Personal reflections are one-page letters addressed to me. These letters will not be graded for spelling, grammar, punctuation or organization. You will receive credit for the personal reflection if you have addressed the below: 

· your feelings about the assignment

· how you went about completing the assignment

· what you learned from the assignment

· what you think you still need to work on or would still like to learn about writing

· what you might do differently on your next assignment

Format for Personal Reflections

· Personal reflections are not due until the final version of the essay.

· Please type your personal reflections in letter format. For example, type “Dear Sylvia,” as the first line, and “Sincerely, Your Name” as the last line. 

· Personal reflections letters should be stapled to your essay as the final page (after the Works Cited, if you have included one).

