English 1A - Spring 2004

S. Morales
Essay Assignment #4

Overview & Objectives

In this, our last unit of the semester, we have been discussing different methods, such as propaganda or slanting, that writers (or speakers) use to persuade, mislead or convince their audiences. However, we have also seen that, in some ways, writers must always be selective about what they choose to include and how they represent the information they offer their readers. The purpose of this essay assignment is for you to get even more practice in critical reading and writing. As we’ve seen, reading and writing are closely related. As writers, we must not only read our own work but often we must use other readings to support our own words. Therefore, it is important that we are able to think critically about these readings and how they fit not only within our own essays but also how they influence us to see the world.

Assignment

Write an essay that analyzes the writing techniques used to either accurately convey or misrepresent an event, situation, person or group. Do some research to find out more about the situation on your own and then analyze how the writers use language to persuade, inform, convince, or mislead readers. Carefully consider some of the techniques we’ve discussed, such as selection, slanting, propaganda, etc. You may approach this assignment in a number of ways. You may do a compare and contrast of two different representations; you may focus your essay by discussing only some of the particular writing techniques discussed in class; you may include other uses of language (i.e. spoken or visual) in your discussion, but please remember that you are primarily analyzing writing techniques. You have some room to decide your own direction for this assignment. Please speak with me if you have any questions.

Requirements

· The essay must be a minimum of 5 pages and a maximum of 10 pages; typed in Times New Roman 12pt. font, double-spaced, with one-inch margins; and formatted according to MLA style (see page 341 in PHRG).

· You must cite at least four different sources (only one may be an online source) and include a Works Cited page; please consult your PHRG (316-344) for the proper formatting of parenthetical citations and the Works Cited page. 

· The final essay must be accompanied by a one-page personal reflection (see handout for Essay #1).

Important Due Dates

Wednesday, April 28

Paper Prospectus Due – 2 pages (see separate attachment)

Friday, April 30

List of three possible sources (see separate attachment)

Monday, May 3

Draft Essay #4 (minimum 3 pages)

Wednesday, May 5

Workshop and Peer Critical Questions to First Draft

Monday, May 10
Revised Draft Essay #4 & Workshop (minimum 4 pages)

(bring copies for your team and for me) 

Wednesday, May 12

Workshop 

Friday, May 14

Workshop – Class Party

Wednesday, May 19
FINALS WEEK – Final Essay #4 due by 2:00pm (get it date stamped) in my mailbox in Calaveras Hall. Late papers will not be accepted under any circumstances. Do NOT email me your final paper.

The Successful Essay will:

· Address the assignment thoughtfully and analytically setting a challenging task 

· Have a specific and identifiable purpose appropriate for the assignment and the audience 

· Have a clear focus and controlling idea with a suitable and logical organization

· Anticipate readers’ questions, concerns and/or disagreements

· Provide specific examples and support that make general ideas clear for the reader

· Be carefully edited for grammar, punctuation and sentence structure 

Essay Assignment #4

Paper Prospectus

Your 2 page Paper Prospectus is a discussion of what language/writing area you would like to explore, why the subject interests you, and how you plan on going about it. This will be graded as an informal assignment (do not worry about punctuation, grammar, organization, etc.); however, you should take the prospectus very seriously as it will help you get a head start on your paper.

Your prospectus should include the following:

· What problem, situation, event or group you want to explore in your essay. Try to be specific as possible. For example, do not just say “writing and the media.” Think about what specifically interests you – “how newspapers influence us to support politicians’ decisions even when these decisions are not in our best interest.”

· What your purpose will be for the paper. To inform? Persuade? Correct a common misperception? To increase awareness? To encourage action? For example, “I want to persuade my readers that they should not just accept what they read in newspapers but should think critically about what they read.”

· Why is this an important subject for you and your audience? What led you to choose this focus? Why does it interest you? Why is it important for your audience? For example, “I used to think that what we read in newspapers is objective and accurate.  However, now I realize that any writing contains slanting and selection. I think it is important that other college students know this as they hear politicians discuss the war in Iraq so they can be better informed citizens.”

· How you will conduct your research and what kinds of materials you will look for. Will you find someone who has already written about this subject to support you or to argue against? Will you focus on books or journals or magazines? Will you look for older material and more recent material to compare? For example, “I will probably look for two newspaper articles that discuss President Bush’s speeches about Iraq and compare how they speeches differ from how leaders in other countries discuss the same situation. I might also do some research on Iraq myself so that I can compare specific comments to what information I find.” 

Note: The prospectus is a way to get you thinking about the direction you want to take in your paper. It is not meant to be the final plan for how you will proceed. In fact, many times our focus will change during the course of our research. Therefore, try to explore what interests you, but do not worry about changing your mind as you work on your research and paper.

List of Possible Sources

As with the prospectus, the list of sources is to help you with your research and your paper. Again, the list will be graded informally. There is no required length for this assignment; nevertheless, the more you think about/write about your sources, the easier it will be to write the paper. 

· Find three possible sources that you might want to use in your paper.
· List each source and discuss why you think this source will be helpful to you and how you plan to use it in your paper.
