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Finding Purpose in Creative Fiction
The Situation: You have been selected to compose an analytical essay on one of the short stories assigned in your English 1A class, and your teacher wishes to consider publishing your essay in a reading packet for future 1A students, called The Voracious Reader© (TVR).
Your Task: Respond to the following prompt in an analytical essay, providing a clear purpose, or thesis, and supporting it with both organized arguments and specific passages from the text: 
Persuade readers of the author’s purpose for writing one of the following short stories we read in class: “Recitatif,” “The Veldt,” or “The Yellow Wallpaper.”  Some other sub questions you may wish to consider while writing your paper: How does the author support his/her main point?  What methods does the author use to persuade readers to side with one character/point of view over another character/point of view?  To what extent is the author’s message, or purpose, relevant today?  How are the issues presented by the author similar to issues with which our society is currently struggling?
(**Note: You are not required to answer any or all of the sub questions.  In fact, focusing on more than 1-2 sub questions will likely broaden, and severely weaken, your main argument.)

Audience: Your audience includes your classmates and me, and perhaps future 1A students.  As your coach/teacher and the editor of The Voracious Reader©, I present myself as an open-minded audience member, quite willing to agree with strong, persuasive arguments; not so easily swayed by weak arguments or poorly presented ideas; and happy to help coach and advise you in your drafting processes.  I look forward to being persuaded by your arguments!
Format: Write a 5-6 page analytical essay (see paper specifications sheet for more on formatting and style).  In this essay you do not need a works cited page; however, parenthetical (in-text) citations are required in MLA format.  Please refer only to the primary text in this essay.
Expectations: Your audience members will have read the text you are writing about; therefore, too much summary or description of the actual story will be irrelevant to them. You should provide logical arguments (backed up with proof from the text) that will aid future students in broadening their understanding of your chosen text.
Criteria for grading: A successful essay will be thoughtful, creative, and well-organized.  Its author will not jump from idea to idea, but rather, will spend adequate time on each of his/her arguments, give examples and reasons for statements made, and then provide a smooth transition to his/her next argument.  Its author will not include a summary of the text, but will stick to the main point: a purposeful analysis of the ideas presented in the text (i.e., think back to the writing exercise we did in class; this paper will include only rare bits of description and narrative, and focus mainly on analysis).  Final drafts will exhibit refined, well-polished writing.
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