Defining Good Writing

The Situation: There are many different definitions of good writing.  Depending on the setting, the culture, and the purpose, good writing can be defined by a vast range of qualities.  For instance, some people say that good writing contains correct grammar, punctuation, and organization.  Others think that good writing makes a strong argument, is easy to read, or is well-focused and developed.  Still others believe that good writing should, above all, entertain.  Nancy Sommers, a composition teacher and scholar, has a very unique definition: She says that “Good writing disturbs: it creates dissonance.”
Your Task: Respond to the following prompt in a persuasive 5-6 page essay, providing a clear purpose, or thesis, and organized supporting arguments and examples. 

Write an essay in which you define and describe your own personal definition of what makes good writing good.  Some other sub questions you may wish to consider while writing your paper: What are the reasons for your particular definition?  How has your definition of good writing been influenced by others (such as teachers, administrators, friends or family)?  How does your definition of writing fluctuate depending on the many different styles and purposes writing can have?  How is your definition of good writing different from (or the same as) the definitions you’ve been given throughout your life and education?  Who is it that normally defines good writing in society (academically, professionally, or politically)?
(**Note: You are not required to answer all of the sub questions.  In fact, focusing on more than 1-2 sub questions will likely broaden, and severely weaken, your main argument.  Also, feel free to address any questions you think are important to this topic but aren’t listed above.)

Audience: Your audience includes your classmates, future 1A students, and me.

Format: Write a 5-6 page persuasive essay (see paper specifications sheet for more on formatting and style).  In this essay you should provide a works cited page and parenthetical (in-text) citations in MLA format if you plan to quote or use definitions from any outside source.
Criteria for grading: A successful essay will be thoughtful, creative, and well organized.  Its author will not jump from idea to idea, but rather, will spend adequate time on each of his/her arguments to make certain that each point is articulated clearly, examples and reasons for statements are carefully presented, and smooth transitions between arguments are skillfully provided.  Final drafts will exhibit refined, well-polished writing.
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