Reading & Researching Pop Culture
The Situation: You are part of many different fan communities and you consume various cultural commodities every day – music, movies, internet sites, comic books, video games, sports, fantasy/reality games, television programs, fashion, and even famous personalities.  As a super-fan of particular pop culture icons, you are an expert on those icons and other fans.
Your Task: Respond to the following prompt in a persuasive research essay, providing a clear purpose, or thesis, and supporting it with both organized arguments and convincing evidence: 

Select one pop culture icon, research the cultural significance of that icon for its fans, and present your findings in an analytical research paper.  Some sub questions you may wish to consider while writing your paper: What about each icon makes it valuable to its fans?  How do fans interact with the icon and/or its other fans?  In what ways do fans of the icon “read” the icon, re-write it, and/or appropriate it as a pop culture text for their own purposes?  How does the icon impact and influence the lives of its fans?
(**Note: You are not required to answer any or all of the sub questions.  In fact, focusing on more than 1-2 sub questions will likely broaden, and severely weaken, your main argument.)

Audience: Your audience includes members of this classroom (as an academic community).

Format: Write a 5-6 page analytical research essay (see paper specifications sheet for more on formatting and style).  In this essay you should provide a works cited page and parenthetical (in-text) citations in MLA format for all the sources you utilize in your research – both the pop culture journal articles we have read as a class and those you find as a result of your research.
Expectations: Your audience will want a brief introduction to the pop culture icon you choose to research (one paragraph), an in-depth discussion of your research findings, and an analysis of the conclusions you come to based on that research.  
Criteria for grading: A successful essay will be thoughtful, creative, and well organized.  Its author will not jump from idea to idea, but rather, will spend adequate time on each of his/her arguments to make certain that each point is articulated clearly, examples and reasons for statements are carefully presented, and smooth transitions between arguments are skillfully provided.  Its author will not spend more than one paragraph introducing the pop culture icon he/she chooses and providing background information; instead, she/he will focus mainly on researching the fans of that icon.  Final drafts will exhibit refined, well-polished writing.
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