Using the Art of Rhetoric to Persuade Readers
The Situation: You have been selected by your high school English department to suggest two primary texts the school should include in the English curriculum for seniors next year.  As a graduate of their institution and a current CSUS student, you come highly recommended and have a great reputation for your extensive reading knowledge and brilliant writing skills.
Your Task: Respond to the following prompt in a persuasive essay, providing a clear purpose, or thesis, and supporting it with both organized arguments and convincing evidence: 

Review the many texts we’ve read in this class and persuade your readers in a rhetorical essay of the two texts you feel every high school senior must read before graduating.  (You may use one class text and one outside text if you wish, such as the reading sample you brought to share with the class.  Both suggestions should be texts that you enjoy reading and think would be valuable for seniors to read.) Some other sub questions you may wish to consider while writing your paper: What about each text makes it a valuable read for seniors?  In what way does the historical/social context of each text make it important?  How have the texts impacted and influenced you as a writer/reader?  Are there any particular passages from the texts you selected that shed light on the reasons you chose them?
(**Note: You are not required to answer any or all of the sub questions.  In fact, focusing on more than 1-2 sub questions will likely broaden, and severely weaken, your main argument.)

Audience: Your audience includes members of the English department at your high school.

Format: Write a 5-6 page persuasive essay (see paper specifications sheet for more on formatting and style). Your colleagues aren’t looking for a letter or memo, but would like a short paper on the subject, since they have heard so much about your flair for writing.  (Besides, they can’t help themselves – they are English teachers and they love to assign papers!!)  In this essay you should provide a works cited page and parenthetical (in-text) citations in MLA format if you plan to quote from either of your suggested texts or from any background research.
Expectations: Your audience will want to know why you chose your two texts, why you think it important for students to be exposed to each, and why they are important or interesting—and how each text is unique, valuable, and worthy of inclusion in the school’s curriculum.  
Criteria for grading: A successful essay will be thoughtful, creative, and well organized.  Its author will not jump from idea to idea, but rather, will spend adequate time on each of his/her arguments to make certain that each point is articulated clearly, examples and reasons for statements are carefully presented, and smooth transitions between arguments are skillfully provided.  Its author will not include a summary of the sample texts in any shape or form (his/her audience is very well-read).  Final drafts will exhibit refined, well-polished writing.
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