Course:  Engl 1A

Instructor:  Gwen Hutchinson
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Essay #4 – Writing Across the Curriculum

This final essay is a mini-project and will incorporate not only the language and critical thinking skills you have acquired over the semester, but will require you to use more than one of the styles of writing you have learned along with some new formats:  the interview, proposal and submission of a portfolio.

1. Issue in your Major – topic and thesis must be approved






or

2. Issue in a potential Major – topic and thesis must be approved

1.  Interview a professor in your major or potential major (1-2 pages).  2.  Interview a professional in the field (1-2 pages).   3.  Write an analysis of one or more journal articles in the field (3-5 pages).   4.  Write a description and a comparison of the kinds and range of writing found in this field (1-2 pages). 5. Write a narrative of where you see yourself in this field both in the early and later stages of your career (1-2 pages).  This mini-project is to be submitted in portfolio format.  See below for details of what must be included.

Things to keep in mind:

1. Interview with a professor in the major

a. Which style is used in this discipline:  MLA, APA, other?

b. Leads to journals

c. Leads to professionals in the field

d. Were they ever in the field and what was their experience

e. What can they tell you about what you are likely to find when you graduate

2. Interview with someone working in the field

a. What kind of writing is needed in this field (and at the various levels)

i. Internal

ii. External

b. What is the value placed on writing in this field (if there is more than one kind, be specific about the value of each kind)

c. Samples of writing in this field

d. How does a person start in this field

1. What kind of job do they begin with

e. What can they tell you about what you are likely to find when you graduate

i. What are the kinds of documents you are likely to encounter

ii. Who are the audiences for the documents (are their different kinds of writing for different audiences?

3. Find an article in a journal relating to your field

a. Write a analysis of the article in terms of composition

i. How is writing different than the academic writing you have been learning in this class, in other classes 

ii. Discuss organization, voice, audience, format, rhetoric, language, etc.

iii. Do they have introductions, topic sentences, transitions, conclusions

b. The importance lies more in how the writings make sense rather than if it makes sense to the audience

i. What might the writing mean to the field itself, if anything

c. If the paper was written because someone saw a problem

i. How did they propose to solve it?

4. Content of professional discourse in the field

a. What are the major journals

b. Who are the major players

c. What issues are on the cutting edge in this field

5.  Are internships available

a. What kind

6. How and where do you see yourself:

a. In the first five years in your field

b. In the maturity of your career

c. What would you like to accomplish?

Your final draft must be submitted in portfolio format in a folder that includes the following:

1. All versions of 1st draft of Formal Paper #4 that was previously submitted along with any notes from me and your peer group.

2. All prewriting strategies (notes, outlines, assignments), proposals, Response Papers, assigned outlines, free-writes and anything else that pertains to this paper

3. Interview with professor in the dept.

4. Interview with professional in the field

5. Analysis of Journal article with Works Cited page

6. Description and comparison of the range of writing in the field with a Works Cited page.

7. Narrative on where you see yourself

See syllabus for the rules on writing papers in this class.  I will be expecting professional and thoughtful submissions at every stage of this project and will grade accordingly.

Final draft is due Dec. 15, 2004 by 5:00 (ask one of the secretaries to date stamp it for you).  Drop your folder off in the English Department mailroom, CLV105 where there will be a box with my name on it.

