English 1 – Morales
Spring 2005

Essay Assignment No. 3
Overview and Objectives

In this unit, we have been looking at the ways in which men and women, two different discourse communities, communicate in speech and in writing. We have also considered the effectiveness of these communication styles depending upon our goals. For instance, is it better to be a listener or a speaker, and in what specific situations? Finally, we have taken a first look at how the features of academic writing may or may not encourage using more features from one gender’s style than the other. The objective for this assignment is for you to consider how communication styles are relevant to the discourse of the university, and how our preferred methods of communicating may or may not fit in with this setting. It’s also another opportunity for you to practice analyzing, responding to and integrating information from texts into your own writing.
Assignment

Write a 4-5 page essay that discusses the differences in how men and women communicate, using both your personal experience and the information offered by our readings and discussions. Then, consider which methods of communication might be more effective in the university setting. Be specific! For example, when a teacher lectures, students are forced to sit and listen, a role that Tannen says women usually play. Does this form of communication between teacher and student achieve the goals of the classroom and the university? Finally, discuss whether these forms of communication in the university should be accepted without question and why or why not.
Remember to find your own purpose for this essay. However, you should include a discussion of at least two of the readings in your essay, either by incorporating ideas through summary or paraphrase, or by using direct quotes.
Keys for Success

· Be careful to read the assignment closely and make sure you are answering and/or discussing all of the questions or issues. 
· Do not over rely on stereotypes of gender. Be careful to not make assumptions about all men and all women.
· Incorporate ideas from the readings with your own ideas; in other words, do not over rely on the readings but use the ideas in the readings to support, reflect on or contrast with your own ideas

· Exhibit your ability to analyze the ideas in the readings; consider how you might use compare/contrast, cause/effect and how ideas are related to one another to push your analysis of the topic. Don’t forget the 5Ws!

Requirements

· Draft 1 must be a minimum of 3 pages

· Draft 2 must be a minimum of 4 pages and include:

· 1 page personal reflection

· Copy of your peer’s response to your draft

· A peer response evaluation form for your teammate

· All drafts should by formatted according to the Paper Format guidelines

Late and incomplete drafts will not receive credit under any circumstances
