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Final Portfolio Assignment
The point of a portfolio is to give you a chance to revise your work after receiving feedback from your peers and your instructor.  Revising means re-seeing your ideas.  To re-see your papers, you must think of the essay as a whole.  This new way of looking at your paper does not allow you to use feedback simply as a “quick fix.”  You must take the time to think about how the comments change your entire paper.

For example,

Say you write about the negative social affects of having English as the only language, and someone comments in the margins that you did not consider how certain groups are empowered by using their own dialect.  You must take this comment seriously and consider how it changes your paragraph on the social affects of having English as the only language.  You must also think about how it affects the other paragraphs you have written and, most importantly your thesis.  To improve the paper, you must come to a new understanding about your topic, and use your new thoughts to restructure and rewrite your paper.  Do not just change a small section, change the whole paper.  Revision comments are meant to help you think about your topic in a new, more complex, and sophisticated way.
Remember, if you are incorporating one new sentence here and fixing some grammar there, then you are editing not revising.  

Assignment:

1. Revise three of the five essays that you have written over the semester.   

2.   In a three ring binder, submit

              Title Page

              Table of Contents

              Introduction, which should address:
                               1) What have you learned in the class as a whole? 


                                               Themes

                                               Writing Style

                               2) Discus how each of your essays has change through the revision process.

                                                What you retained and what you got rid of.

                               3) Discuss rationale behind choices of 3 response papers.

                     3 Informal Responses

                     All Drafts of 3 Formal Essays

2. Use tab dividers to separate your response papers and three formal essays.

Your Portfolio is due on Wednesday, December 15th between 8 and 10 PM.  There will be a box outside of my office, CLV 142, in which you can place your Portfolio.       
