Course:  Engl 1A

Instructor:  Gwen Hutchinson


Essay #3

Research Paper

“My Heritage”

Part 1:  Chose one aspect of your heritage to write about and consider the following possibilities:

1. Is there an aspect of your heritage you don’t know much about, but would like to?

2. Is there some interesting family history you’d like to explore?  Did a family member participate in a historical event?  Do you have an ancestor who was a real “character”?

3. What social identities, goals, or passions have you “inherited” from a family member or role model?  Think of ethnic, regional, religious, political, and social values that have been passed down to you.  In what ways are you most like (or most unlike) your parents?  Your grandparents?

4. Did someone influence you in that direction?

Part 2:  Decide how you feel about this “legacy” or aspect of your heritage.  How much do you value it?  How does it affect you?  Does it feel more like a burden than a gift?  Why or why not?  How has it influenced your life decisions, the way you view the world, your sense of identity?  Brainstorm as many specific examples here as you can.

Part 3:  Conduct library research about this aspect of your heritage.  For example, if you have decided to write about your ethnic heritage, which may be Mexican-American or Southern-American, you would look for library sources about Mexican-Americans or Southern-Americans, searching for something that catches your interest.  You may decide to focus on the history of prejudice towards these peoples in the US, or you may decide to focus on the folk art of that group.  You can focus this area of research however you like, but keep the focus narrow.

· Be sure to find at least 2 graphics (photographs or drawings) that reflect your topic.

· Don’t forget to look for videos in the Eureka catalog.  (Videos count as sources.)

· Utilize campus resources, such as the Multi-Cultural Center’s Library.

· A word of caution about Internet sources:  Examine the source of the information.  Whenever possible, your online sources should be from a recognized institution, such as a university.

· You will need at least 3 sources PLUS 1 interview (see below).

Part 4:  Conduct an interview.  You may choose to interview someone with expert knowledge about the subject you have chosen during your library research (for example, Chicano murals or southern quilts).  Or you may choose to interview a family member or friend about his or her experiences with this heritage, perhaps about being a Mexican immigrant in Texas or about moving to California from Oklahoma during the dust bowl.  Again, the focus is up to you.

Part 5:  Your paper should do all the following:  

1. Introduce and define this aspect of your heritage.  Be specific! (Part 1).

2. Show how this legacy affects you, especially in comparison with your family members or friends.  (Part 2 and possibly Part 4)

3. Further elaborate on this aspect of your heritage.  What new information did you discover?  How can you educate other people about it?  (Part 3 and possibly Part 4)

4. Conclude with how your feelings about this legacy have changed during the course of this paper.  Do you value it more?  Less?  Do you feel pride in it?  Shame?  Why?

Be certain your paper meets all the requirements.

1. Your audience is made up of educated adults who are unfamiliar with you and your heritage.

2. Your purpose is to educate your audience about your heritage, show the significance to the community and to show how your heritage and this research has affected you.

3. While I am inviting you to share your feelings and reactions, the bulk of this paper should focus on the subject you have chosen.

4. Be sure to write a coherent thesis statement summarizing the main point of your essay.  

5. Your draft must be at least 5 – 7 pages long, not counting the Works Cited page.

6. Include at least 2 graphics that reflect your topic and cite them.
7. If you do not turn in your drafts on time, you will not receive written comments.
8. The usual rules for papers apply. (see syllabus)

9. Need help?  Come see me or work with a tutor in the Writing Center, CLV 128.
Original by Cynthia Linville, adapted by Gwen Hutchinson 

