English 1 – Morales
Spring 2005

Essay Assignment No. 2

Overview and Objectives

In the past couple of weeks, we have been discussing the concept of discourse communities and how they influence and prescribe the way we use language. We have also considered how discourse communities, by influencing the way we use language, can also influence the way we look at the world. The purpose of this assignment is for you to explore the relationship between language and the way we look at the world by considering how discourse communities work. It is also an opportunity for you to make connections between readings that discuss similar themes in different ways and to incorporate the ideas from other texts into your own writing.

Assignment

Write a 4-5 page essay that 1) defines the concept of discourse communities and explains how they work, and 2) discusses how discourse communities influence and prescribe our language use and our view of the world.

You have some room to decide your own focus for this essay. You may decide to focus on a particular discourse community; you may compare and contrast two different communities; or you may argue against or for the prescriptions of a particular community; furthermore, you may decide to focus on written and/or spoken language.

Regardless of your personal focus, your essay should include the above-mentioned two elements and include a discussion and/or quotes, summary or paraphrasing from at least two of our readings for this unit. If you have any questions about focusing your essay, please do not hesitate to come and see me.

Keys for Success

· Discuss all two elements mentioned above and have a clearly identifiable purpose and strong thesis that is supported by specific details and examples
· Incorporate ideas from the readings with your own ideas; in other words, do not over rely on the readings but use the ideas in the readings to support, reflect on or contrast with your own ideas

· Exhibit your ability to analyze the ideas in the readings; consider how you might use compare/contrast, cause/effect and how ideas are related to one another to push your analysis of the topic. Don’t forget the 5Ws!

Requirements

· Draft 1 must be a minimum of 3 pages

· Draft 2 must be a minimum of 4 pages and include:

· 1 page personal reflection

· Copy of your peer’s response to your draft

· A peer response evaluation form for your teammate

· All drafts should by formatted according to the Paper Format guidelines

Late and incomplete drafts will not receive credit under any circumstances
