English 1A



29 Nov 2004

Instructor: Michael Pulley
Assignment: Major Essay #5/Literacy Narrative (100 Points)
Draft Due: Wed., Dec. 8, for Peer Review Class (Treated as Response Paper)
Rewrite Due: Fri., Dec. 10, Last Day of Semester (100 points)
Requirements: Three-to-Four Pages, Doubled-spaced, Typed, 12-point font, MLA format; Final Rewrite should be included as introduction at beginning of final portfolio
Read back over the four essays you have written (and perhaps revised). As you read, look for examples of where you feel you were doing your best work, where you are proud of the writing and interested in what it allows you to see or to think (where the “investigations” seem most worthwhile).

And think about what is not contained in these essays. What experiences are missing? What point of view? What ways of speaking or thinking or writing? If you were to go back to assemble these pieces into a longer essay, what would you keep and what would you add or change? What are the problems facing a writer, like you, trying to write a life, to take experience and represent it in sentences? (Bartholomae and Petrosky 822)

Major Essay #5 is a “literacy narrative,” a three-to-four page introduction to your final portfolio and an account of all of the work you have completed in this class. Bartholomae and Petrosky like to think of it as a “Preface,” “a short piece introducing a reader to what you have written (to your work—and perhaps work you may do on these essays in the future).” Take a self-conscious look back on all of the work you will have completed in this class, especially your first four Major Essays. Reconsider all of the many forms of literacy that we have been exposed to through our various readings and what you have learned from them. Think about the writing we have done during group work, or on exercises like the one involving a screening of 2001: A Space Odyssey and the display of odd artifacts. If the classroom itself is a kind of “contact zone,” and our portfolio a document of that cultural clash, how might we interpret that document or that experience for the rest of the world? What was it like constructing arguments about the leading political issues of our times? What are the stories we have to tell about writing in the university setting?

At some place in your essay, make sure you include a paragraph or so on our final reading, James Baldwin’s “Notes of a Native Sun.” You can either relate Baldwin’s text to other readings and issues we have covered in the course, or pick a particularly compelling passage from Baldwin’s essay and discuss why you chose it and why you value it as a piece of writing. You can bring up Baldwin at any point in your literacy narrative, beginning, middle, or end. You have the freedom to choose how you integrate this discussion of “Notes of a Native Son” into your overall final writing. Because of these freedoms, this final essay will have much more in common with our first autobiographical piece on education. You’re writing your story again, using description and narration, but this time telling the tale with new skills and new perspectives. 
