English 1A, Sec. 28






Instructor: Pulley

Major Essay #2: Rodriguez and Hoggart

Working with Texts and Using Quotations

Purpose


The goal of this essay is to help you learn how to work with other sources, other texts. Specifically, I want to help you learn how to properly understand and utilize the ideas of other scholars so that you can incorporate those ideas into your own academic argument, supporting a thesis or theme that you originate. By understanding, I mean the ability to pick out the major theses and ideas of other texts. By utilize, I mean the ability to incorporate those ideas into your own argument. This involves the proper use of direct quotations and the ability to paraphrase the ideas of another author in your own words so that you avoid plagiarism and correctly cite sources. These skills are important because they teach critical thinking as well as prepare you for the kinds of writing you will face in other college courses and in many employment situations.

Due Dates
Due Date for 1st Draft (Graded as Response Paper): Tues., March 1, 1:30 p.m.

Due Date for 1st Rewrite after Peer Review (25 points): Tues., March 8, 1:30 p.m.

Due Date for 2nd Rewrite (50 points): Conference, Week of March 28 to April 1


Due Date for 3rd Rewrite  (100 points): Tues., April 5, 1: 30 p.m.

Formatting and Submission Requirements

The first draft and all rewrites of this essay must be four-to-five pages in length in standard MLA format, which means typed, doubled-spaced, in 12-point font, with one-inch margins on all sides of each page.
Two-Part Essay Assignment

1. Consider the relationship between Richard Rodriguez and Richard Hoggart as a case study of the relation of a reader to a writer or a student to a teacher. Look closely at Rodriguez’s references to Hoggart’s essay, “A Scholarship Boy,” and at the way Rodriguez made use of that book to name and describe his own experience as a student. What did he find in the book? How did he use it? How does he use it in his own writing?


Discuss and analyze Rodriguez’s use of Hoggart’s essay. How, for example, would you compare Rodriguez’s version of the “scholarship boy” with Hoggart’s? And what kind of reader is the Rodriguez who is writing “The Achievement of Desire”—is he still a “scholarship boy,” or is that description no longer appropriate? 
Support your ideas with specific passages from both Rodriguez and Hoggart. But do not use too many direct quotations. Paraphrase whenever possible. Make sure your essay is based on a clear, well-worded thesis that appears somewhere near the beginning of your essay and expresses the main point of your answers to these questions. You may need more than one sentence to explain the multiple ideas in your text.
2. After comparing Rodriguez and Hoggart, compare their ideas regarding the “scholarship boy” with your own educational experiences. To what degree does or does not education turn all students into scholarship boys and girls? Do their ideas reflect your own experiences or not? Again, make sure you cite specific passages to support your case and compare passages from the readings with specific examples of your own personal experience.

Evaluation Criteria


Along with the English 1A grading rubric, I will also evaluate this essay based on how well you integrate and cite passages from Rodriguez and Hoggart in your essay. Quotations and paraphrased passages must be properly introduced and cited in your essay according to MLA guidelines and the guidelines for using quotations outlined in the reading assignments in Everyday Writer. If you do not properly cite and document passages from the readings, you will lose points.

[Adapted from Ways of Reading: An Anthology for Writers, by David Bartholomae and Anthony Petrosky, 6th edition, Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2002, pp. 671-72]
