Snyder

English 1A

Section 7 


English 1A: Paper #2
In this part of the course we studied a number of satires (Swift’s “A Modest Proposal,” Fanny Fern’s “Lady Lecturers,” Twain’s “Advice to Youth,” and Keillor’s “What Did We Do Wrong?”) and the rhetorical devices and strategies the authors used to create their satires. Your task, in Essay #2, is to write a satire on a topic of your choosing
. Following are a few guidelines to help you get started:

· You might want to use one of the satires we studied in class as a model to get you started. For example, you might do your own version of an “Advice to ??” satire, in the vein of Twain’s piece. Or, you might want to write your own “modest proposal” to solve a societal problem that you see. Or, you might want to write a fictional story as a satire, as Keillor does. Or, you might take a completely different approach altogether. Be creative—the possibilities are limitless! 
· Think about the rhetorical devices and strategies Swift, Fern, Twain, and Keillor use in their satires. Can you use similar tactics in your own essay? Again, the genre of satire allows for virtually limitless creativity; implementing devices similar to those used in the model pieces is merely a place to start.

· Keep in mind that an effective satirist knows a great deal about the topic he or she is satirizing. Thus, you should choose a topic that you are either familiar with, or that you would like to research in some depth. If you know absolutely nothing about Peruvian goat cheese farming and you don’t wish to do extensive research on it, that may not be the best topic for your satire. Pick something that interests you; it will likely make this assignment much more enjoyable for you. If you find yourself stuck, think about your pet peeves; satires are often written about situations or facts that the author finds annoying or ridiculous for some reason. This might be a way to start generating some ideas for your essay.
· When choosing your topic, also keep in mind that satirists generally write about timely topics—things that are applicable to life right now. This is not to say that you couldn’t write a good satire about, say, women’s domestic roles in 1950s America…but it can be tough to satirize something that is no longer applicable to our lives.
NOTE: There is an additional component to this essay. You are to turn in, with your final draft, a one-page cover letter explaining the rhetorical choices you made in writing and revising this essay. For example, did you choose to exaggerate a possible scenario, as Twain does when talking about young men and guns in “Advice to Youth?” Why did you choose this tactic? What did you hope to accomplish by using this device? 

I will be evaluating your paper based on the CSUS English 1A grading rubric and the following criteria:

· Content. Is your argument well thought-out and have you clearly examined the issue from all sides?

· Clarity. Have you expressed your ideas in a straightforward manner? Does your paper demonstrate a clear main argument?

· Organization. Does your paper have a strong and consistent structure?

· Grammar/mechanics/usage. Is your paper free of major errors and typos? Have you proofread the final draft?

Your paper should be three to four pages typed, double-spaced, with a one-inch margin on all sides and a font size no larger than 12-point. Any citations should follow MLA format and should be included on a Works Cited page at the end of your paper.
Have fun with this! Satires aren’t the easiest pieces to write, but they can be a lot of fun, and they allow you to express some real creativity. Take advantage of that! And, as always, please come see me if you have any questions or concerns about your essay.
� Note: You MUST get my approval on your essay topic before you complete your first draft. Talk to me before or after class, send me an e-mail, or come by my office hours to discuss your topic. 





