Instructor: Tina Royer

English 1A
Writing Assignment #1

Due Dates:

Workshop-9/22 (bring three drafts to class)

Email to me -10/4 (tleeroyer@aol.com)
What is Good Writing?

The focus of this unit is comparing different perspectives of what constitutes good writing.  Some authors insist good writing occurs when the writer writes about something he or she genuinely cares about.  Other authors are certain good writing comes about when the writer uses simplistic language, and even other writers point out that good writing occurs when the writer writes in diction he or she is comfortable with.  Many people also believe that in order for a writer to produce a piece of good writing, he or she must have knowledge of grammar and punctuation and be able to organize the essay effectively.
To Write About:

Using what we have read for this unit as well as your own ideas, discuss what you think constitutes good writing.  Be sure to identify the characteristics of good writing and tell why you think these characteristics are important.  Do you agree with something one of the authors we’ve read for this unit mentioned in his or her essay?  Then respond to it in your essay and tell why.  Do you disagree with any assertions made in one or more of the readings?  Tell why.  You may also want to consider whether there are different standards for different types of writing.

Some things to keep in mind:

1.  Your essay should have an introduction and a conclusion.

2.  A clear thesis statement makes it easier for your reader to follow your train of thought and can help you organize your essay.

3.  When you mention something written by one of the authors we read, make sure you cite it correctly (see pages 141-164 in Pocket Reference), and, remember, the essay should mainly contain your ideas; outside sources are supplemental.

4. While the final draft of this essay must be 5-7 pages, for workshop purposes, you only need to have 3 pages. 
