Course:  Engl 1A

Instructor:  Gwen Hutchinson


Community Discourse and Assimilation

Essay #1:  Compare and Contrast

In each of the readings listed below, the writer is struggling with cultural/social issues in terms of self-expression, being understood, identifying themselves and identifying with others.  On the surface, it appears that they have little in common: Fan Shen believes he must create a new identity in order to succeed in English composition;  Malcolm X is copying a dictionary to discover the power of language; Marjorie Agosín feels the need to use her first language, Spanish, in her creative expression.  However, there are many angles from which to approach this writing.  For instance:  what specifically do these writers have in common with regard to their personal struggles?  What do they say (or not say) about assimilation?  On what levels do their goals or the choices they make agree?  Other possible areas of inquiry are: tone/voice, audience, conclusions the writers come to, if any, and consequences of these conclusions, if any.

Compare and contrast reading #1 with either a or b.  This will include a detailed description of how they are alike and how they are different.  A detailed description does not mean finding each and every similarity and difference, but the issues you select should be discussed in detail.  The first draft is due Fri, Sept 24 for Peer Revue and my comments after which you will have an opportunity to revise.  The final draft is due Mon, Sept 27.

1.  “The Classroom and the Wider Culture: Identity as a Key to Learning English Composition” Fan Shen (H 152 – 161, 9 pages)

a. “Discovering the Power of Language:” Malcolm X (Eschholz 37 - 39, 3 pages)

b. “Always Living in Spanish” Marjorie Agosín (Eschholz 116 – 118, 2 pages)

In your closing paragraph, I want you to come to some conclusion about what you have read along with a synthesis of your discussion.   In other words, don’t merely tell me what you have decided, discuss the points in the readings that most influenced your decision.  In addition (not instead of), you may include any personal experience that may be relevant to your decision.

Select 2-3 points of comparison and 2-3 points of contrast from my suggestions or come up with ideas of your own to discuss.  Be sure that the items you choose to discuss have something in common, i.e. they are related to each other in some way.  Try not to let this fall into a list of findings.  If you have any questions about this, please ask. Your paper should be 3 – 5 pages in length.  

All papers:  Double-spaced, typed in 12pt. Times New Roman font with 1” margins.  I will not accept papers that are too difficult to read.  The fact that your printer is running out of ink, or your paper was typed on your old dot-matrix printer that doesn’t print any other way will not excuse you from this requirement.  Look into writing labs on campus if you have problems with your computer.

