C.Pickrel

English 1A Spring 2005


Assignment—Formal Paper #2

Draft/Workshop #1:



Peer Response Letter:    

Draft/Workshop#2:



Final Paper Due:

“Where I come from, the words most highly valued are those spoken from the heart, unpremeditated and unrehearsed.  Among the Pueblo people, a written speech or statement is highly suspect because the true feelings of the speaker remain hidden as she reads words that are detached from the occasion and audience…Pueblo expression resembles something like a spider’s web—with many little threads radiating from the center, crisscrossing one another.  As with the web, the structure emerges as it is made” –Leslie Marmon Silko

We have recently read an excerpt from Gloria Anzaldúa’s Borderlands/La frontera, listened to Native American storytellers’ tales of the trickster “Turtle”, read about the trickster “Coyote”, and read a transcript of a talk Leslie Marmon Silko gave about Pueblo Indian language and literature.  Some of these pieces are non-traditional and were produced in what Pratt might call a “contact zone”  and some are traditional in the culture that produced them but may create a contact zone in that they are non-traditional for the typical American who is accustomed to reading works in the Anglo-American tradition.

The Assignment:

Imagine your audience is…a group of high school history teachers, who have always taught history from a traditional, Anglo-American perspective and believe that to be literate means to be able to write in Standard English.  These teachers want to begin using “non-standard” materials (such as the ones we’ve read and listened to) in their classes but they don’t know how to interpret the materials.  It is not your job to tell your audience how to teach, but to help them interpret the material. You are the expert on the materials we have read and heard.  
Your task:
 
Interpret at least one of the “texts” or compare two of the “texts” (“Turtle’s Race with Bear”, “Buffalo and Turtle”, “How Old Man Coyote Married His Daughter”, “Entering the Serpent”, or “How to Tame a Wild Tongue”).  How is the work typical of the culture it was produced in?  How is the work reflective of a “contact zone” or not?  In what ways does this culture or this work differ from Standard English or Anglo-American culture?  How do you account for these differences?  How might these stories create a contact zone for Americans that are not a part of Native American or Chicano or Lesbian culture?
Considerations:
· Think about the similarities or differences between these works and history/writing done in Standard English or told in an Anglo-American way.  Be sure to analyze why the differences or similarities you find are occurring.
· What techniques do these writers/storytellers use?  Are these techniques reflective of what Pratt calls the “literate arts of the contact zone”?

Requirements:
· Final paper should be a three to five, typed, double-spaced in 12 point font with one inch margins.  Please remember to staple your paper!
· Bring two copies of your drafts to the workshops.
· Attach the workshop drafts behind your final paper. 
· You must refer to at least one of the texts (“Turtle’s Race with Bear”, “Buffalo and Turtle”, “How Old Man Coyote Married His Daughter”, “Entering the Serpent”, or “How to Tame a Wild Tongue”). 
· You must cite from at least one of the following articles:  Silko’s “Language and Literature from a Pueblo Indian Perspective” or Pratt’s “Arts of the Contact Zone” to support your interpretation.

Grading:

· Final Paper will be graded based on the English 1A grading rubric

· For this paper I will focus on establishing a clear controlling idea (thesis), audience awareness, and citing and analyzing relevant sources.

· This paper is worth 60 points. 
· Remember you must turn in all Formal Papers to pass this course.
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