PAPER PROPOSAL AND ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Sunderman/1A

Due Monday, November 10, 2004

Paper Proposal:  Sometimes, a paper proposal can be a long, drawn-out proposal of what your topic is, how you plan to research it, and the conclusions you expect to make from that research.  However, for this assignment, I simply want to see your hypothesis, and some explanation of how you formulated it.  (What was the general topic you started with, and how did you narrow it down to this hypothesis?).  So, your paper proposal need only be a few sentences.

What is the purpose of writing an annotated bibliography?  

· It gives you practice using MLA format.  

· It forces you not to procrastinate.  Having to turn in an annotated bibliography on Monday guarantees that you will have started thinking about and researching your hypothesis.

· It will help guide you from a hypothesis to a working thesis.

What is an annotated bibliography?

A bibliography is a list of sources (books, journals, websites, periodicals, etc.) one has used for researching a topic. A bibliography usually just includes the bibliographic information (i.e., the author, title, publisher, etc.). An annotation is a summary and/or evaluation. 

Therefore, an annotated bibliography includes the full bibliographic information for each source, and a summary and/or evaluation of each of the sources.

Your annotated bibliography will include at least three sources.  For each source, you will provide:

· full bibliographic citation in MLA format.  

· An annotation in which you 

· briefly summarize the source’s purpose/main points

· assess the value of the source (tell whether it holds any biases, whether or not it’s credible and why, the intended audience, whether or not it’s current, etc.)

· explain how the source will be useful for your paper.  (How does it relate to your hypothesis?  How does it help narrow your topic?  Does it help point you toward a working thesis? If so, how? Etc.)

For this assignment, your annotations should be 1-3 paragraphs.  (You may choose to write one paragraph in which you address all three of the above elements, or you may split them up.)  

(We will be doing a review of the thesis statement on Monday, so you may want to start thinking about how to narrow your hypothesis into a working, focused, thesis statement based on the research you’ve conducted. 

