Pepper/English 1A

Major Paper #1

In these first fun filled weeks we’ve concentrated on a few different concerns.  One has been the problem of defining abstract language.  We have seen how abstract language can be defined in many different ways depending on who is doing the definition.  We’ve discussed the problematic nature of who possesses the truth or the “real” definition if such a phenomenon seems to happen.  We’ll leave that question behind as we move onto this essay assignment and seek to discover where those definitions came from.


We’ve also discussed and performed activities to show how important pre-writing and brainstorming is to the writing process.  We’ve seen how often our first thoughts about a topic are probably not the most interesting ones to explore in an essay, and it is only through pushing our thoughts, looking for problems, and looking for surprises (all in the words of Paul Graham), that we discover what we feel might be worth writing about.  We’ve also (surprise!) already done some of the pre-writing for this assignment.


First do Response Paper #3 (handed out on a separate paper) and then gather all three response papers we’ve done so far together.  You’re ready to write.

Your assignment is as follows:

Write an exploratory essay in which you analyze your three response papers for this class.  You may focus on parts of all of them or choose to focus mainly on a particular one.  Analyze and discuss the way you chose to define the words (for example, did you turn to the dictionary; did you discuss race and ethnicity; did you sound like a history book or end up sounding like a  political speech writer?).  Consider the problem of where your definitions came from.  Locate a number of the most intriguing aspects of your personal definitions and seek to explain what influenced them by talking about your life, your past, and your experiences.  You’re looking for connections between your life and how you chose to construct reality.

Finally, remember the “so what” of our pre-writing techniques.  What do the connections you discover between life and definition say about the nature of defining the world around you?
This paper should be 4-5 pages long and follow the format guidelines on your syllabus.

Due Dates:

Wednesday 2/16   Bring 3 copies of your essay to trade with group members.  You will be taking two other people’s essays home to read and peer edit before the next class session.

Friday 2/18  Bring back the essays you edited at home.  We will spend the class doing some peer edit exercises.

Monday 2/21
Turn in a second draft to me along with the three response papers.

Monday 2/28
Final Draft Due (This date is a change from the syllabus.)

