English 1A – Writing Exercise

Practicing Description, Narration, and Analysis

Instructions (for teacher): Hand out “Describing, Narrating, Analyzing” sheet to students and go over the definitions of each (or define description, narration, and analysis as a class).  Give examples and explain that they can refer to the sheet throughout the writing exercise.

1. Read aloud: Describe for me a special time you spent with a close friend or family member.  It can be anything: chatting at the kitchen table, going somewhere together, etc.  It can be about you and one other person or a group of people you are close to  Pay little attention to grammar, etc. in this exercise and focus on painting a picture of this special time with words.  (Give students 5 minutes to write – write with them; share mine; ask for students to share theirs.)

2. Read aloud: Now, write a narrative of that same exact scene/situation.  Give your readers the “who, what, when, where, why, what time” details.  (Give students 5 minutes to write – write with them; share mine; ask for student to share theirs.)

3. Read aloud: Now, analyze the same exact scene/situation, thinking of “big idea” questions your readers may have:

a. Why did you do what you did?

b. Why was it meaningful?

c. What is the background of the facts (why are they important)?

d. How is this scene/situation different from others?

e. What effect did this scene/situation have on your relationship(s) with the person or people you spent this special time with?
Delve deeply into these questions any others you think your readers might want answered.  (Give students 5 minutes to write – write with them; share mine; ask for students to share theirs.)

***Application for writers: Explain to students that if they found themselves unable to write pure description, narration, or analysis, and instead found themselves interweaving all three devices, that this is just an exercise and that being able to comfortably (and successfully) weave all three together is a good thing!  Good writing includes all three and much, much more, but being able to tell the difference between these three is going to help them when they begin to write essays that ask them to focus on one device.
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