Informal Writing Assignment 1

Using your past experience and knowledge and our class discussion, write two pages (typed, double-spaced) comparing the below student essays. Rank the essays according to how well you think they are written. Which essay is the best example of “good” writing? What qualities of “good” writing does it exhibit (give specific examples)? Which is the best example of “bad” writing? How do you know? Which essay would most instructors prefer? How do you know? Would your choices match your instructors’?  (You may freewrite for this assignment – see “Instructor’s Freewriting about Freewriting”)

Sample Assignment: Write an essay that describes what “creativity” means to you.

Essay #1


In the past time I thought than an incident was creative was when I had to make a clay model of the earth, but not of the classical or your everyday model of the earth which consists of the two cores, the mantle and the crust. I thought of these things in a dimension of which it would be unique, but easy to comprehend. Of course, your materials to work with were basic and limited at the same time, but thought help to put this limit into a right attitude or frame of mind to work with the clay.


In the beginning of the clay model, I had to research and learn the different dimensions of the earth (in magnitude, quantity, state of matter, etc.) After this, I learned how to put this into clay and come up with something different than any other person in my class at the time. In my opinion, color coordination and shape was the key to my creativity of the clay model of the earth.


Creativity is the venture of the mind at work with the mechanics relay to the limbs from the cranium, which stores and triggers this action. It can be a burst of energy released at a precise time a thought is being transmitted. This can cause a frenzy of the human body, but it depends on the characteristics of the individual and how they can relay the message clearly enough through mechanics of the body to us as an observer. Then we must determine if it is creative or a learned process varied by the individuals thought process. Creativity is indeed a tool which has to exist, or our world will not succeed into the future and progress like it should. 

Essay #2

During the football season, the team was supposed to wear the same type of cleats and the same type of socks, I figured that I would change this a little by wearing my white shoes instead of black and to cover up the team socks with a pair of my own white shows. I thought that this looked better than what we were wearing, and I told a few of the other people on the team to change too. They agreed that it did look better and they changed there combination to go along with mine. After the game people came up to us and said that it looked very good the way we wore our socks, and they wanted to know why we changed from the rest of the team.


I feel that creativity comes from when a person lets his imagination come up with ideas and he is not afraid to express them. Once you create something to do it will be original and unique because it came about from your own imagination and if any one else tries to copy it, it won’t be the same because you thought of it first from your own ideas.

Essay #3

Jazz has always been though of as a very original creative field in music. Improvisation, the spontaneous creation of original melodies in a piece of music, makes up a large part of jazz as a musical style. I had the opportunity to be a member of my high school’s jazz ensemble for three years, and became an improvisation soloist this year. Throughout the years, I have seen and heard many jazz plays, both professional and amateur. The solos performed by these artists were each flavored with that particular individual’s style and ideas, along with some of the conventional premises behind improvisation. This particular type of solo work is creative because it is, done on the spur of the moment and blends the performer’s ideas with basic guidelines.


I realized my own creative potential when I began soloing…


My solos, just as all the solos generated by others, were original because I combined and shaped other’s ideas with mine to create something completely new. Creativity is combining the practical knowledge and guidelines of a discipline with one’s original ideas to bring about a new original end result, one that is different from everyone else’s. Creativity is based on the individual. Two artists can interpret the same scene differently. Each person who creates something does so by bringing out something individual in himself. 

