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What is Your Literacy Story?
Your task: Now that you’ve read Benjamin Franklin and Frederick Douglass’ individual literacy narratives, think carefully about what each man went through in order to become literate and how much each man yearned to be a good reader or writer.  Now, think about the way you learned to read and write and are still learning to read and write.  You may not be able to remember when you learned to read, but you probably have early memories (good and/or bad) having to do with reading.  You also probably do not remember learning to write, but you surely have many memories (good and/or bad) of the experiences and people that have influenced your ability to write.
The Assignment: Write a 2-page (double-spaced) informal paper in which you describe/narrate your own literacy story, like Franklin and Douglass did.  In this paper explore the following questions (you should make two or three of them the main focus for your paper):

· What are the specific memories you have about the literacy road you have traveled thus far in your life as a reader and writer?  

· Has your road to literacy been an easy journey or a long, uphill climb?

· Who influenced you or helped you on the road to literacy?

· How has your ability/inability to read well affected your ability to write well?  

· What are your memories of learning to read and learning to read well?

· What are your memories of learning to write and learning to write well?
Style: This is an informal writing assignment which means that you will be graded mainly for the ideas you present and the creativity you exhibit in this exercise.  Please pay attention to your grammar and punctuation so that your prose is legible; however, your grade on this assignment will not be adversely affected if you have some “surface-level” errors.
Format: 

· Length: 1 ½ -2 typed, double-spaced pages (1-inch margins: top, bottom, left, right)
· Font: Times New Roman; 12-point font

· Include your name and the date at the top left-hand corner of the page
· Include a centered title for your story
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